Sparta Township Public Schools
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title:  Building a Community of Readers Unit: 1
Target Course/Grade Level:  Fourth Grade Timeline: Fall

Unit Summary: This unit reviews and introduces skills and strategies that enhance reading
comprehension which form a foundation for later reading analysis. The unit also serves to help students to
learn how to think as readers and to develop skills that will enhance reading enjoyment. The unit begins by
reviewing how to select books at a “just right level” and by teaching students how to select books across a
variety of genres. It also sets up practices and procedures for the Reader’s Workshop. Other skills and
strategies that will be taught include determining the meaning of unknown words; asking questions during
reading; making predictions, connections, and inferences; evaluating, and responding to text with written
reading responses utilizing textual evidence.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Writing, Vocabulary, Science, Social Studies, Technology,
Math

21°t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the
text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
guantitatively, as well as in words.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to
compare the approaches the authors take.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference
materials, as appropriate.

5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level,




demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

Learning Targets/Activities

Domain: Reading Literature, Foundational Skills, Speaking and Listening, Language, Writing

Cluster: Key Ideas and Details, Crafts and Structure, Integration of Knowledge and Words, Range of
Reading and Level of Text Complexity, Fluency, Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Standard # Standards

RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.

RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific
details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

RL.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those

that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).

RL.4.5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural
elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters,
settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.

RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated,
including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.

RL.4.7 Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of
the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the
text.

RL.4.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good

and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature
from different cultures.

RL.4.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poetry, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at
the high end of the range.

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.

RI1.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text.

R1.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text,
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

R1.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a
text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

RI1.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.

R1.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic;
describe the differences in focus and the information provided.

RI1.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how
the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.




RI1.4.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.

RI1.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the
subject knowledgeably.

RI1.4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social
studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

RF.4.4.a Read grade-level text with purpose and meaning.

RF.4.4.b Read on-level text with prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and
expression on successive readings.

RF.4.4.c Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary.

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L4.4.a Use context clues to determine word meaning.

L.4.4.c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

L.45a Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g. pretty as a picture) in context.

L.45.b Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs to aid in
comprehending text.

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being
(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

SL.4.1.a Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on
that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under
discussion.

SL.4.1b Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

SL4.1lc Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

SL4.1d Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually quantitatively, and orally.

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.




Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings

e Why do we read? o Readers read different genres for different
e How do readers apply reading strategies to purposes.

improve comprehension? e The use of a variety of comprehension strategies
e How do texts act as a model for my Wr|t|ng7 enhance the readers Understanding of the text.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will ...

o Answer literal and inferential questions to demonstrate understanding using evidence from the text.
(RL.4.1)

o Determine the theme of a text. (RL.4.2)

¢ Paraphrase portions of text or information from various media. (SL.4.2)

o Extract important details from a text to develop a summary. (RL.4.1, RL.4.2)
o Use specific details to describe in depth a character, setting, or event. (RL.4.3)

o Determine meaning of words and phrases in a text through the use of a variety of strategies, including
context clues. (RL.4.4, RF.4.4.c, L.4.4,L.4.4.3)

o Explain major difference between poems, drama and prose. (RL.4.5)

e Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated (e.qg., first and third
person). (RL.4.6)

¢ Discuss similarities and differences between a text and a multimedia version of the text. (RL.4.7)

e Compare and contrast similar themes and topics presented from multi-cultural stories, myths and
traditional literature. (RL.4.9)

o Fluently read and comprehend stories, drama, and poetry. (RL.4.10)
o Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. (RF.4.4)
¢ Read grade-level text with purpose and meaning. (RF.4.4.a)

¢ Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. (RF.
4.4.c)

o Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text. (R1.4.1)

o Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the
text.(RI1.4.2)

o Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what
happened and why, based on specific information in the text. (R1.4.3)

¢ Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a
grade 4 topic or subject area. (R1.4.4)

o Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events,
ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. (R1.4.5)

e Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the
differences in focus and the information provided. (R1.4.6)

o Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time
lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to
an understanding of the text in which it appears. (R1.4.7)

o Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. (R1.4.8)




e Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject
knowledgeably. (R1.4.9)

¢ By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science,
and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the
high end of the range. (R1.4.10)

o Identify reasons and evidence a speaker gives during discussions to support his/her point(s). (SL.4.3)

o Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about fictional literature. (SL. 4.1.a-d and SL.4.3)
o Fluently read and comprehend grade level text. (RL.4.10, RF.4.4, RF.4.4.a)

¢ Orally read grade level prose and poetry with accuracy and appropriate pace and expression. (RF.4.4.b)
¢ Consult dictionaries and other reference materials to determine word meaning. (L.4.4.c)

e Understand the meaning of similes and metaphors to aid in comprehending text. (L.4.5, L.4.5.a)

¢ Understand the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs to aid in the comprehension text.
(L.4.5,L.45.b)

¢ Determine and comprehend the meaning of unfamiliar context specific vocabulary (including those that
signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being and that are basic to a particular topic) to aid in
comprehending text. (L.4.6)

Suggested Learning Activities

¢ Reading Workshop Activities o Partner/Pair share
e Shared and Guided Reading ¢ Reading Response logs
e Independent Reading o Skill-based work stations
¢ Flexible grouping ¢ Reciprocal Reading
o Partner reading o Literature Circles
¢ Read Aloud/Mentor text e Teacher led “book talks”.
o Leveled libraries ¢ Time for Kids magazines and complete
e Grouping strategies accompanying activities and handouts.
 Whole class read alouds of mentor texts and/or * Vocabulary activities

novels with targeted mini-lessons on reading e D.EAR. time

strategies and skills. o RACE (restate, answer, cite evidence, and
e Think alouds extend the answer) reading responses
e Small group reading
e Partner reading/ pair-share
e Jigsaw activity
e Dictionary practice activities
e PALS (peer assisted learning strategy)
e Sessions to select books at “just right level”

across various genres for book talk project.

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments

e Reading Workshop Activities e Teacher Conference/Peer Conference
e Journal entries e Whole/Small group discussion

e Reader’s Theater ¢ Writing Responses

e Graphic organizers e Comprehension quizzes

¢ Reading Logs e Projects




¢ Anecdotal records ¢ Reading Responses

Summative Assessments
District Summative Assessment

. RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:

e Mentor texts

¢ Novels

¢ Informational titles

¢ Additional short and extended texts

Integration of Technology: SMARTboard, computers, Tumblebooks

Technology Resources:

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:

o www.fcrr.org

e WWw.pintrest.com

o Www.teacherspayteachers.com

o www.havefunteaching.com

e http://tc.readingand writingproject.com/

o http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html

o http://www.wrsd.net/literacy/launch.cfm

e http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngextremeexplorer/pdf/effectivepractices.pdf
e http://readingrockets.org/article/3479

e http://readinglady.com/mosiac/tools/schema%20handout%20by%20Deb%20smith.pdf
e http://www.scholatic.com/teachers

Opportunities for Differentiation:

Readers Workshop: modeled, guided reading and guided practice
Leveled readers

Independent reading

VAKT (visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile) modeling
Graphic Organizers

Differentiated Grouping

Variety of questioning/discussion techniques

Teacher Notes:



http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
http://www.havefunteaching.com/
http://tc.readingand/
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html
http://www.wrsd.net/literacy/launch.cfm
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngextremeexplorer/pdf/effectivepractices.pdf
http://readingrockets.org/article/3479
http://readinglady.com/mosiac/tools/schema%20handout%20by%20Deb%20smith.pdf
http://www.scholatic.com/teachers

Sparta Township Public Schools
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Reading Literature: Novels, Folktales and Myths Unit: 2
Target Course/Grade Level:  Fourth Grade Timeline: Fall

Unit Summary: Fictional texts utilize specific literary elements to create stories that entertain readers or
teach them life lessons. In this unit, students will learn that theme, plot (exposition, rising action, climax,
falling action, resolution), and conflict are necessary components to every story. They will learn how to
identify these components in various picture books, short stories, and novels. Students will also use this
information when crafting their own stories in the corresponding writing unit.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Science, Social Studies, Technology

21° century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the
text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
guantitatively, as well as in words.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to
compare the approaches the authors take.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference
materials, as appropriate.

5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level,
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

Learning Targets/Activities
Domain: Reading Literature, Foundational Skills, Speaking and Listening, Language




Cluster: Key Ideas and Details, Crafts and Structure, Integration of Knowledge and Words, Range of
Reading and Level of Text Complexity, Fluency, Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Standard # Standards

RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.

RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific
details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

RL.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those
that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).

RL.4.5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural
elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters,
settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.

RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated,
including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.

RL.4.7 Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of
the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the
text.

RL.4.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good
and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature
from different cultures.

RL.4.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poetry, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at
the high end of the range.

RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

RF.4.4.a Read grade-level text with purpose and meaning.

RF.4.4.b Read on-level text with prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and
expression on successive readings.

RF.4.4.c Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary.

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L44a Use context clues to determine word meaning.

L4.4.c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

L.45a Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g. pretty as a picture) in context.

L.4.5.b Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs to aid in
comprehending text.

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific

words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being




(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

SL4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

SL4.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on
that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under
discussion.

SL.4.1.b Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

SL4.1lc Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

SL.4.1d Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually quantitatively, and orally.

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings

e Why do we read stories? o Readers read different genres for different

e How does knowing the elements of literature purposes.

enhance understanding of fictional narrative? e The use of a variety of comprehension strategies
e How do readers apply reading strategies to enhance the readers understanding of the text.
improve comprehension? e Fictional literature has identifiable and common
story elements to effectively tell a complete story.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will ...

o Answer literal and inferential questions to demonstrate understanding using evidence from the text.
(RL.4.1)

o Determine the theme of a text. (RL.4.2)

e Paraphrase portions of text or information from various media. (SL.4.2)

o Extract important details from a text to develop a summary. (RL.4.1, RL.4.2)
o Use specific details to describe in depth a character, setting, or event. (RL.4.3)

o Determine meaning of words and phrases in a text through the use of a variety of strategies, including
context clues. (RL.4.4, RF.4.4.c,L.4.4,L.4.4.3)

o Explain major difference between poems, drama and prose. (RL.4.5)

e Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated (e.qg., first and third
person). (RL.4.6)

¢ Discuss similarities and differences between a text and a multimedia version of the text. (RL.4.7)

e Compare and contrast similar themes and topics presented from multi-cultural stories, myths and
traditional literature. (RL.4.9)

o Fluently read and comprehend stories, drama, and poetry. (RL.4.10)

e Identify reasons and evidence a speaker gives during discussions to support his/her point(s). (SL.4.3)
o Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about fictional literature. (SL. 4.1.a-d and SL.4.3)
o Fluently read and comprehend grade level text. (RL.4.10, RF.4.4, RF.4.4.a)




¢ Orally read grade level prose and poetry with accuracy and appropriate pace and expression. (RF.4.4.b)
e Consult dictionaries and other reference materials to determine word meaning. (L.4.4.c)
e Understand the meaning of similes and metaphors to aid in comprehending text. (L.4.5, L.4.5.a)

¢ Understand the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs to aid in the comprehension text.
(L.4.5,L.45.b)

¢ Determine and comprehend the meaning of unfamiliar context specific vocabulary (including those that
signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being and that are basic to a particular topic) to aid in
comprehending text. (L.4.6)

Learning Activities

¢ Shared and Guided Reading o Partner/Pair share

¢ Independent Reading ¢ Reading Response logs

e Flexible grouping o Skill-based work stations
o Partner reading ¢ Reciprocal Reading

e Read Aloud/Mentor text o Literature Circles

o Leveled libraries e Teacher lead “book talks”
e Grouping strategies

... FEvidenceoflearning

Formative Assessments:

¢ Journal entries e Teacher Conference/Peer Conference
e Timeline e Whole/Small group discussion

¢ Role Play o Writing Responses

e Quiz e Comprehension quizzes

¢ Graphic organizers e Reader’s Theatre

¢ Projects o EXit Tickets

Reading Responses
Open-ended Responses
Book Review
Essay/Written Responses

Additional Formative Assessments:
e Extended Text: Fourth Grade Rats

- Students will complete comprehension questions using R.A.C.E. (restate, answer, cite evidence
from the text, and extend the answer), and short answer questions for each chapter.

- Students will meet in book chat groups to discuss the text, make predictions, and connections
(students will record their thoughts, ideas, predictions, connections in journals).

- As students read the novel, create a story map to identify all of the elements of a story. Students
will then use their completed map to create a poster or brochure.

- Track the theme of the novel using “Determining a Theme” graphic organizer.
- Determine what the text says explicitly by completing the “Synthesis” graphic organizer.
e Short Texts: Myths

-Watch ,The Odyssey (Discovery Education) and complete corresponding worksheet/introduce the
elements of myths.

-Read Hercules and complete “The Story of Hercules” worksheet.
-Read Pandora’s Box and complete sequencing chart.




-Read Persephone and complete guided reading activity sheet.
-For each of the myths, students will record and discus the theme.
e Short Texts: Raja’s Rice, Yeh-Shen, Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters

- Asaclass, or in book club groups, students will read each of the three stories and complete
corresponding activity pages (story comprehension sheets, cloze sentences, and vocabulary).

- Students will use the story matrix to compare and contrast the different themes, characters, and plot
in each folk tale.

e GHGR Unit
Summative Assessments:
District Summative Assessment

RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:

¢ Good Habits, Great Readers teaching resources

¢ Novels: Fourth Grade Rats

o Greek Myths: The Odyssey, Hercules, Pandora’s Box, Persephone

o Folk Tales: Raja’s Rice, Yeh-Shen, Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters

e Mentor texts

e Drama/Play

¢ Anthology

o Core Novel: Fourth Grade Rats Guide (see site)
http://talentedteaching.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/fourth-grade-rats-guide.pdf

Integration of Technology: SMARTboard, netbooks, Discovery Education, Tumblebooks

Technology Resources:

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:

o www.fcrr.org

e WWw.pintrest.com

o Www.teacherspayteachers.com

o www.havefunteaching.com

e http://tc.readingand writingproject.com/

o http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html

o http://www.wrsd.net/literacy/launch.cfm

e http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngextremeexplorer/pdf/effectivepractices.pdf
e http://readingrockets.org/article/3479

e http://readinglady.com/mosiac/tools/schema%?20handout%20by%20Deb%20smith.pdf
o http://www.scholatic.com/teachers

Opportunities for Differentiation:

Readers Workshop: modeled, guided reading and guided practice
Leveled readers

Independent reading

VAKT (visual, auditory, kinesthetic, tactile) modeling



http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
http://www.havefunteaching.com/
http://tc.readingand/
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html
http://www.wrsd.net/literacy/launch.cfm
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngextremeexplorer/pdf/effectivepractices.pdf
http://readingrockets.org/article/3479
http://readinglady.com/mosiac/tools/schema%20handout%20by%20Deb%20smith.pdf
http://www.scholatic.com/teachers

Graphic Organizers
Selective Grouping
Variety of questioning/discussion technigques

Teacher Notes:




Sparta Township Public Schools
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Informational Reading Unit: 3
Target Course/Grade Level:  Fourth Grade Timeline: Winter

Unit Summary: Students will enjoy reading and being read to using a wide variety and deep engagement
of high-quality informational texts. Students will be exposed to and become familiar with a variety of
genres including the reading of nonfiction, narrative nonfiction, biography and autobiography. They will
learn about the various text features, their use, and how they contribute to and clarify a text. Students will
learn to locate key facts and information in informational text. Students will identify that the purpose of
informational texts is to inform and offer information related to a topic of interest or study.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Science, Social Studies, Technology

21t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the
text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
guantitatively, as well as in words.

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning
as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to
compare the approaches the authors take.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference
materials, as appropriate.

5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.




Learning Targets/Activities

Domain: Reading Literature, Reading Informational, Foundational Skills, Speaking and Listening,

Language

Cluster: Key Ideas and Details, Crafts and Structure, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, Range of

Reading and Level of Text Complexity, Fluency, Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Standard # Standards

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.

RI1.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text.

R1.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text,
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

R1.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a
text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

RI1.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.

R1.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic;
describe the differences in focus and the information provided.

RI1.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how
the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

RI1.4.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.

RI1.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the
subject knowledgeably.

RI1.4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social
studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

RF.4.4.a Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L4.4.a Use context clues to determine word meaning.

L4.4.c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

L.45a Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g. pretty as a picture) in context.

L.45.b Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs to aid in
comprehending text.

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being




(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

SL4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

SL4.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on
that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under
discussion.

SL.4.1.b Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

SL4.1lc Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

SL.4.1d Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually quantitatively, and orally.

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings

¢ How do readers use informational text to find ¢ Informational text has features that help the reader

and share information? navigate the text and often provides additional

e What strategies do effective readers use to information to help students comprehend the

understand the elements of informational text? content.
¢ Readers read informational text to obtain
information on social and environmental topics.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will ...

o Answer literal and inferential questions to demonstrate understanding using evidence from the text.
(R1.4.1)

e Determine the main idea of a text. (R1.4.2)

o Paraphrase portions of text or information from various media. (SL.4.2)
o Identify key details that support a text’s main idea. (R1.4.2)

e Extract important details from a text to develop a summary. (R1.4.2)

¢ Use specific information (including what happened and why) to describe events, procedures, ideas, or
concepts in a text. (R1.4.3)

¢ Determine meaning of words and phrases to aid in informational text through the use of a variety of
strategies, including context clues. (R1.4.4, L.4.4, L.4.4.2)

o Identify major differences in structure in an informational text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution). (R1.4.5)

e Compare and contrast a first-hand/second-hand account of an event or topic including textual evidence.
(R1.4.6)

e Interpret information presented visually, orally, quantitatively (e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines)
and how it contributes to the comprehension of informational text. (R1.4.7)

e Use information from two texts on the same topic to inform the reader or listener. (R1.4.9)
¢ Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. (R1.4.8)
o Fluently read and comprehend grade level informational text (R1.4.10, RF.4.4, RF 4.4.a)




o Consult dictionaries and other reference materials to determine word meaning. (L.4.4.c)

o Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about informational text. (SL.4.1.a, SL.4.1.b,
SL.4.1.c, SL.4.1.d)

e Identify reasons and evidence a speaker gives during discussions to support his/her points. (SL.4.3)
¢ Understand the meaning of similes and metaphors to aid in comprehending text. (L.4.5, L.4.5.a)

¢ Understand the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs to aid in the comprehension text.
(L.4.5,L.45.b)

o Determine and comprehend the meaning of unfamiliar context specific vocabulary (including those that
signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being and that are basic to a particular topic) to aid in
comprehending text. (L.4.6)

Learning Activities

¢ Shared and Guided Reading o Partner/Pair share

¢ Independent Reading ¢ Reading Response logs

e Flexible grouping o Skill-based work stations

o Partner reading ¢ Reciprocal Reading

¢ Read Aloud/Mentor text o Use of GRASP to summarize

e Leveled libraries articles/information read

e Grouping strategies e Summaries using the 3-2-1 theory to summarize

article (3 things you learned, 2 things they found
interesting, 1 question that they still have about
topic)

¢ Reading responses: news reports, news articles,
journal entries, biographical summaries

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments

Literature Circles
e Teacher lead “book talks”
e Projects

¢ Journal entries o EXit Tickets

e Timeline e Teacher Conference/Peer Conference
¢ Role Play e Whole/Small group discussion

e Quiz ¢ Writing Responses

¢ Graphic organizers e Comprehension quizzes

e Projects/Presentations e Summaries

Specific Suggested Formative Assessments
Short Texts: Hurricanes, Wacky Weather, Volcanoes, Diving in Antarctica, Sound and Light

-Explain the expectations for the “Three-read” approach to reading text passages. 1% read is to survey the
landscape and get a feel for the passage. 2™ read through is to identify important and interesting
information based on chapter titles and section headings. 3™ read through is to synthesis text information
and form a general understanding of the key concepts and main ideas. Students are to record their 2" and
3" reads in their reading notebooks and/or with post-it notes as appropriate.

-Organize students into book clubs and rotate through the three titles, allowing students to choose based on
interest.

-Introduce note-taking skills prior to book club readings, modeling thought processes involved in deciding
between important and interesting key facts (graphic organizers, note pages, post-it notes).

-Shared Reading: Model thought processes prior to each reading session using Blast Zone.
-Observe student contributions to book club meetings/chats.




-Work in conjunction with the science teacher for cross-curricular work utilizing the text Sound and Light.

Extended Text: Who was Ben Franklin?
-Model previewing of text and development of questions and predictions about the novel.
-Have students complete the Bio-research guide as they read the novel from day to day.

-Model and have students maintain a vocabulary log in the reading journals throughout the novel. Students
will maintain a log for at least %2 the chapters in the novel. Discuss “appropriate” amount of vocabulary
choices as three or four words within a chapter.

-Hold brief class meetings to monitor student progress through the novel.
-Rotate groups of students to read chapters in small groups with the teacher.
-Maintain ongoing observations of student notes and participation

Summative Assessments
District Summative Assessment

RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:

e Good Habits, Great Readers teacher resources

e Historical Biographies (e.g. Who Was Ben Franklin?)
e Science short text, Sound and Light

o Articles

e Magazines

o Newspaper Articles

e Science/Social Studies Informational Resources: Science Text, Social Studies Text, “Time for Kids”
weekly magazine, FOSS theme related science books

o Guided Reading books
¢ Websites/Digital Sources (Multimedia)
e Textbooks

Integration of Technology: SMARTboard, netbooks and Discovery Education, e-books, and the various
internets sites

Technology Resources:
Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:

e www.enchantedlearning.com
WWW.pinterest.com

www.PBS.com

www.abcteach.com
www.timeforkids.com
www.historychannel.com
www.readwritethink.com
www.superteacherworksheets.com
Www.unitedstreaming.com
www.teacherspayteachers.com
www.havefunteaching.com
http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/
http://www?2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html



http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.pbs.com/
http://www.abcteach.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://www.historychannel.com/
http://www.readwritethink.com/
http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
http://www.havefunteaching.com/
http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html

e http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngextremeexplorer/pdf/effectivepractices.pdf

Opportunities for Differentiation:

Readers Workshop: modeled, Guided Reading and Guided Practice
Leveled readers

Independent reading

VAKT (visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile) modeling

Graphic Organizers

Selective Grouping

Variety of questioning/discussion technigques

Teacher Notes:



http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngextremeexplorer/pdf/effectivepractices.pdf

Sparta Township Public Schools
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title:  Making the Reading / Writing Connection Unit: 4
Target Course/Grade Level:  Fourth Grade Timeline: Spring

Unit Summary: Fictional texts utilize specific literary elements to create stories that entertain readers or
teach them life lessons. In this unit, students will learn that theme, plot (exposition, rising action, climax,
falling action, resolution), and conflict are necessary components to every story. They will learn how to
identify these components in various picture books, short stories, and novels. Students will also use this
information when crafting their own stories in the corresponding writing unit.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Science, Social Studies, Technology

21% century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the
text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
guantitatively, as well as in words.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to
compare the approaches the authors take.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference
materials, as appropriate.

5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

Learning Targets/Activities
Domain: Reading Literature, Foundational Skills, Speaking and Listening, Language, Writing




Cluster: Key Ideas and Details, Crafts and Structure, Integration of Knowledge and Words, Range of
Reading and Level of Text Complexity, Fluency, Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Standard # Standards

RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.

RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific
details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

RL.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those
that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).

RL.4.5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural
elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters,
settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.

RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated,
including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.

RL.4.7 Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of
the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the
text.

RL.4.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good
and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature
from different cultures.

RL.4.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poetry, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at
the high end of the range.

RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

RF.4.4.a Read grade-level text with purpose and meaning.

RF.4.4.b Read on-level text with prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and
expression on successive readings.

RF.4.4.c Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary.

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L44a Use context clues to determine word meaning.

L.4.4.c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

L.45a Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g. pretty as a picture) in context.

L.4.5.b Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs to aid in
comprehending text.

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific

words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being




(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

SL4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

SL4.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on
that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under
discussion.

SL.4.1.b Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

SL4.1lc Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

SL.4.1d Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually quantitatively, and orally.

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

W.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings

o How does knowing the elements of literature o Readers read different genres for different

enhance understanding of fictional narrative? purposes.

¢ How do readers apply reading strategies to e The use of a variety of comprehension strategies

improve comprehension? enhance the readers understanding of the text.

¢ How do texts act as a model for my writing? e Fictional literature has identifiable and common

e How can my written responses help me to better story elements to effectively tell a complete story.

understand the text | am reading? o Students will understand how reading and writing
are interconnected.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will ...

o Answer literal and inferential questions to demonstrate understanding using evidence from the text.
(RL.4.1)

o Determine the theme of a text. (RL.4.2)

¢ Paraphrase portions of text or information from various media. (SL.4.2)

e Extract important details from a text to develop a summary. (RL.4.1, RL.4.2)
o Use specific details to describe in depth a character, setting, or event. (RL.4.3)

o Determine meaning of words and phrases in a text through the use of a variety of strategies, including
context clues. (RL.4.4,RF.4.4.c,L.4.4,L.4.4.3)

o Explain major difference between poems, drama and prose. (RL.4.5)

e Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated (e.g., first and third
person). (RL.4.6)

o Discuss similarities and differences between a text and a multimedia version of the text. (RL.4.7)




e Compare and contrast similar themes and topics presented from multi-cultural stories, myths and
traditional literature. (RL.4.9)

o Fluently read and comprehend stories, drama, and poetry. (RL.4.10)

o Identify reasons and evidence a speaker gives during discussions to support his/her point(s). (SL.4.3)

o Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about fictional literature. (SL. 4.1.a-d and SL.4.3)
o Fluently read and comprehend grade level text. (RL.4.10, RF.4.4, RF.4.4.a)

o Orally read grade level prose and poetry with accuracy and appropriate pace and expression. (RF.4.4.b)
e Consult dictionaries and other reference materials to determine word meaning. (L.4.4.c)

¢ Understand the meaning of similes and metaphors to aid in comprehending text. (L.4.5, L.4.5.a)

¢ Understand the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs to aid in the comprehension text.
(L.4.5,L.45.b)

e Determine and comprehend the meaning of unfamiliar context specific vocabulary (including those that
signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being and that are basic to a particular topic) to aid in
comprehending text. (L.4.6)

Suggested Learning Activities

e Shared and Guided Reading o Partner/Pair share

¢ Independent Reading ¢ Reading Response logs

o Flexible grouping o Skill-based work stations
e Partner reading ¢ Reciprocal Reading

¢ Read Aloud/Mentor text o Literature Circles

e Leveled libraries e Teacher lead “book talks”
e Grouping strategies

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments

¢ Journal entries e Teacher Conference/Peer Conference
e Timeline ¢ Whole/Small group discussion

¢ Role Play ¢ Writing Responses

e Quiz e Comprehension quizzes

¢ Graphic organizers e Projects

¢ Reading Responses

Additional Formative Assessments
e Students will complete open ended questions for each chapter using the R.A.C.E. method
e Students will keep track of the theme of the story using, “Determining a Theme” worksheet

e Students will create a character profile and keep track of the character’s thoughts, actions, and
behavior throughout the story

e Students will create a poster advertising for the race
e Students will write a news article using the 5 W’s describing the important events of the race
o Students will meet in book chat groups to discuss the text, make predictions, and connections

e Students will study important vocabulary words by keeping a log (use Stone Fox VVocabulary
worksheet)




Summative Assessments:

District Summative Assessment

. RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:

o Mentor texts for narrative writing

o Core Novel: Stone Fox

e Stone Fox UbD Unit

¢ Additional short and extended texts

Integration of Technology: SMARTboard, computers

Technology Resources:

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:

o www.fcrr.org

e WWw.pintrest.com

o Www.teacherspayteachers.com

¢ www.havefunteaching.com

e http://tc.readingand writingproject.com/

o http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html

o http://www.wrsd.net/literacy/launch.cfm

o http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngextremeexplorer/pdf/effectivepractices.pdf
e http://readingrockets.org/article/3479

e http://readinglady.com/mosiac/tools/schema%?20handout%20by%20Deb%20smith.pdf
o http://www.scholatic.com/teachers

Opportunities for Differentiation:

Readers Workshop: modeled, guided reading and guided practice
Leveled readers

Independent reading

VAKT (visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile) modeling
Graphic Organizers

Differentiated Grouping

Variety of questioning/discussion techniques

Teacher Notes:



http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
http://www.havefunteaching.com/
http://tc.readingand/
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html
http://www.wrsd.net/literacy/launch.cfm
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngextremeexplorer/pdf/effectivepractices.pdf
http://readingrockets.org/article/3479
http://readinglady.com/mosiac/tools/schema%20handout%20by%20Deb%20smith.pdf
http://www.scholatic.com/teachers

Sparta Township Public Schools
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Testing as a Genre Unit: 5
Target Course/Grade Level: Fourth Grade Time: April

Unit Summary: Preparing students to succeed on state assessments requires practice. This unit is intended
to offer that practice. This unit can, in no way, teach students all that they need to know about reading and
writing in order to demonstrate what they know on any assessment. The only way to provide students with
the content knowledge they need is to offer consistent, effective instruction all year long. The unit is
designed to teach students how to take a reading and writing test, not how to read and write. The unit
includes lessons introducing or reviewing the language of prompts. Approved graphic organizers,
resources and revision checklists are used in the lessons so that students are familiar with these tools
before using them on the test. This unit also asks students to respond effectively to literature and
informational texts. Through guided instruction of mentor texts, mini-lessons, group work, and
conferences, students will gain the knowledge necessary to clearly write short analyses of texts.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Science, Technology, Reading

21t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Text Types and Purposes

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

Production and Distribution of Writing

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy
of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Range of Writing

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Conventions of Standard English

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

Knowledge of Language

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference
materials, as appropriate.




6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

Comprehension and Collaboration
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
Presentation of Knowledge and ldeas

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of
reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance
understanding of presentations.

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to
compare the approaches the authors take.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

Learning Targets/Activities

Domain: Writing, Language, Speaking and Listening, Reading Informational Text

Cluster: Text Types and Purpose, Production and Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present
Knowledge, Range of Writing, Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of Language,
Comprehension and Collaboration, Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas, Craft and Structure, Integration
of Knowledge, Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

Standard # Standards

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.
W.4.2.a Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include

formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

W.4.2.h Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples related to the topic.

W.4.2.c Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for
example, also, because).

w.4.2.d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

W.4.2.e Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation
presented.

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.




W.4.5

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single
sitting.

Ww.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

W.4.9.a Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

W.4.9.b Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

L.4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

L.4.1.f Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.*

L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

L4.2a Use correct capitalization.

L.4.2.b Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

L.4.2.c Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

L4.2d Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

L.43.a Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*

L.4.3.b Choose punctuation for effect.*

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.4.4.c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being
(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

R1.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a

text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.




RI1.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how
the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

R1.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the
subject knowledgeably.

R1.4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social
studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.

RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific
details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

RL.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those
that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).

RL.4.5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural
elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.qg., casts of characters,
settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.

RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated,
including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.

RL.4.7 Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of
the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the
text.

RL.4.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good
and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature
from different cultures.

RL.4.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poetry, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at
the high end of the range

RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

RF.4.4a Read grade-level text with purpose and meaning.

RF.4.4b Read on-level text with prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and
expression on successive readings.

RF.4.4c Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary.

Unit Essential Questions

e How do you communicate information clearly
and accurately to others?

e How can I “show what I know” within a timed
period?

e How can | use the language of prompts, and

utilize approved graphic organizers, resources
and checklists to help me be successful on tests?

Unit Enduring Understandings

e It is important to know and apply the skills and
strategies necessary when taking tests in a timed
setting.

e [t is important to show “all that [ know” on a test.




o How do I apply all my reading and writing
knowledge when taking a test?

Unit Learning Targets
Students will ...

Use a prewriting graphic organizer when examining a topic to organize thoughts/ideas to help in
conveying information clearly. (W.4.2, W.4.5)

Introduce a topic clearly and support ideas with facts, definitions and details. (W.4.2.a)

Group related information in paragraphs and/or sections to support topic. (W.4.2.a)

Include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aid in
comprehension of topic being presented. (W.4.2.a, R1.4.7)

Use facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to support
topic. (W4.2.b, R1.4.4)

Use words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because) to link similar ideas and
information when writing. (W4.2.c)

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic being
presented. (W.4.2.d, L.4.6)

Provide a concluding statement or section that is related to the information or explanation
presented. (W.4.2.e)

Produce an organized informational/explanatory piece that provides clarity and cohesiveness and
is appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (W.4.2, W.4.4)

Plan, revise, and edit writing with guidance and support of peers and adults in order to strengthen
writing. (W4.5)

Use technology (e.g. the internet) to produce and publish an informational/explanatory writing
with some guidance and support from adults. (W.4.6)

Demonstrate keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. (W.4.6)

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital
sources to support selected topic. (W.4.8, R1.4.9, R1.4.10)

Take notes and organize information gathered into categories to support informational/explanatory
topic. (W.4.8)

Use textual evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research. (W.4.9, W.4.9.a, W.4.9.b)

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two). (W.4.10)

Use complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons (L.4.1,
L.4.1.f)

Use correct capitalization. (L.4.2.a)
Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. (L.4.2.d)

Use commas and quotation marks correctly when using dialogue or quotations from a text.
(L.4.2.b)

Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. (L.4.2.c)

Use correct punctuation, at times for effect. (L.4.2, L.4.3.b)

Use words and phrases to convey ideas precisely. (L.4.3.a)

Determine and clarify the meaning and pronunciation of unknown and multiple-meaning words by
consulting print and digital reference materials. (L.4.4, L.4.4.c)

Use domain-specific words and phrases that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation). (L.4.6)




e Orally share informational/explanatory writing with an audience. (SL.4.3, SL.4.4, SL.4.5, SL..4.6)

o Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text. (RL.4.1)

e Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text (RL.4.2)

o Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in
the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). (RL.4.3)

o Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude
to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). (RL.4.4)

e Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements
of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions,
dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text. (RL.4.5)

e Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the
difference between first- and third-person narrations. (RL.4.6)

e Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text,
identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text. (RL.4.7)

e Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and
evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from
different cultures. (RL.4.9)

e By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in
the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the
range. (RL.4.10)

¢ Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. (RF.4.4)
¢ Read grade-level text with purpose and meaning. (RF.4.4a)

o Read on-level text with prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on
successive readings. (RF.4.4b)

e Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.
(RF.4.4c)

Learning Activities

e Modeled, Shared, Guided, and Independent
Writing

o RACE (restate, answer, cite evidence, and

extend answer) Strategy for responding to text

Flexible grouping

Peer editing/conferencing

Mini-lessons

Teacher led “informational topic talks”

Five paragraph essay format

Develop individual vocabulary list
Skill-based work stations

Note taking

Summarize articles/information read
Use of graphic organizers
Test-taking tips

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments

e graphic organizers/handouts

e journal writing

e short responses

e anecdotal records

¢ NJ Model Curriculum Assessments — Units 1-4

e peer editing

e conferences

e timed reading and writing pieces
¢ Reading response questions

Summative Assessment




District Summative Assessment

RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:

o Unit of Study (Lucy Calkins)

o Write Habits Activities

o Writer’s Express Activities

o Time for Kids/Scholastic News

o owl.english.purdue.edu

o Writing Reference (ex. Writer’s Express)

o Www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela

Integration of Technology: SMARTboard, netbooks, e-books

Technology Resources:

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:
e Www.pinterest.com

o Wwww.readwritethink.org

o Www.ehow.com

o Www.superteacherworksheets.com

o www.timeforkids.com

e Www.heinemann.com

o Www.writersdigest.com

¢ www.havefunteaching.com

e http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/

o http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html

Opportunities for Differentiation:
e Reading / Writing Workshop
e Writing conferences
e Writing Rubric
e Independent writing
e Grammar / Vocabulary lessons
e Guided practice

Teacher Notes:

e http://writing-toolKit.wiki.inghamisd.org/1+Writing+Break
Resource for teaching writing

e www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela



http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.ehow.com/
http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://www.heinemann.com/
http://www.writersdigest.com/
http://www.havefunteaching.com/
http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html
http://writing-toolkit.wiki.inghamisd.org/1+Writing+Break
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela

Sparta Township Public Schools
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Reading Across the Curriculum Unit: 6
Target Course/Grade Level:  Fourth Grade Timeline: Spring

Unit Summary: Students will enjoy reading and being read to using a wide variety and deep engagement
of high-quality informational texts. Students will be exposed to and become familiar with a variety of
genres including the reading of nonfiction, narrative nonfiction, biography and autobiography. They will
learn about the various text features, their use, and how they contribute to and clarify a text. Students will
learn to locate key facts and information in informational text. Students will identify that the purpose of
informational texts is to inform and offer information related to a topic of interest or study.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Science, Social Studies, Technology

21t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the
text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
guantitatively, as well as in words.

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning
as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to
compare the approaches the authors take.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference
materials, as appropriate.

5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.




Learning Targets/Activities

Domain: Reading Literature, Reading Informational, Foundational Skills, Speaking and Listening,

Language

Cluster: Key Ideas and Details, Crafts and Structure, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, Range of

Reading and Level of Text Complexity, Fluency, Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Standard # Standards

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.

RI1.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text.

R1.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text,
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

R1.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a
text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

RI1.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.

R1.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic;
describe the differences in focus and the information provided.

RI1.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how
the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

RI1.4.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.

RI1.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the
subject knowledgeably.

RI1.4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social
studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

RF.4.4.a Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L4.4.a Use context clues to determine word meaning.

L4.4.c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

L.45a Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g. pretty as a picture) in context.

L.45.b Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs to aid in
comprehending text.

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being




(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

SL4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

SL4.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on
that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under
discussion.

SL.4.1.b Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

SL4.1lc Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

SL.4.1d Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually quantitatively, and orally.

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings

¢ How do readers use informational text to find ¢ Informational text has features that help the reader

and share information? navigate the text and often provides additional

e What strategies do effective readers use to information to help students comprehend the

understand the elements of informational text? content.
¢ Readers read informational text to obtain
information.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will ...

o Answer literal and inferential questions to demonstrate understanding using evidence from the text.
(R1.4.1)

e Determine the main idea of a text. (R1.4.2)

o Paraphrase portions of text or information from various media. (SL.4.2)
o Identify key details that support a text’s main idea. (R1.4.2)

e Extract important details from a text to develop a summary. (R1.4.2)

¢ Use specific information (including what happened and why) to describe events, procedures, ideas, or
concepts in a text. (R1.4.3)

¢ Determine meaning of words and phrases to aid in informational text through the use of a variety of
strategies, including context clues. (R1.4.4, L.4.4, L.4.4.2)

o ldentify major differences in structure in an informational text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution). (R1.4.5)

e Compare and contrast a first-hand/second-hand account of an event or topic including textual evidence.
(R1.4.6)

o Interpret information presented visually, orally, quantitatively (e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines)
and how it contributes to the comprehension of informational text. (R1.4.7)

e Use information from two texts on the same topic to inform the reader or listener. (R1.4.9)
¢ Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. (R1.4.8)
o Fluently read and comprehend grade level informational text (R1.4.10, RF.4.4, RF 4.4.a)




o Consult dictionaries and other reference materials to determine word meaning. (L.4.4.c)

o Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about informational text. (SL.4.1.a, SL.4.1.b,
SL.4.1.c, SL.4.1.d)

e Identify reasons and evidence a speaker gives during discussions to support his/her points. (SL.4.3)
¢ Understand the meaning of similes and metaphors to aid in comprehending text. (L.4.5, L.4.5.a)

¢ Understand the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs to aid in the comprehension text.
(L.4.5,L.45.b)

o Determine and comprehend the meaning of unfamiliar context specific vocabulary (including those that
signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being and that are basic to a particular topic) to aid in
comprehending text. (L.4.6)

Learning Activities

¢ Shared and Guided Reading o Partner/Pair share

¢ Independent Reading ¢ Reading Response logs

e Flexible grouping o Skill-based work stations

o Partner reading ¢ Reciprocal Reading

e Read Aloud/Mentor text e Summaries using the 3-2-1 theory to summarize

e Leveled libraries article (3 things you learned, 2 things they found
interesting, 1 question that they still have about

Grouping strategies

Literature Circles

e Teacher lead “book talks”

e Projects

e Peer-assisted Learning Strategy (PALS)

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments

topic)
¢ Reading responses: news reports, news articles,
journal entries, biographical summaries

¢ Journal entries e EXit Tickets

e Timeline e Teacher Conference/Peer Conference
e Quiz ¢ Whole/Small group discussion

e Graphic organizers ¢ Writing Responses

¢ Projects/Presentations e Comprehension quizzes

e Model Curriculum Assessments e Summaries

Additional Formative Assessments

Extended Text: Toliver’s Secret

- Model previewing of text and development of questions and predictions about the novel

- Model and have students maintain a vocabulary log in their reading journals throughout the novel
- Complete comprehension questions for various chapters

- Time Travel Tattle Tales (see attachment)

Short Texts:

- Pocket’s Full of Gold (GHGR)

-Historical Documents (Declaration of Independence): Respond to inferential questions such as; “What do
you think our country would be like today if we never signed the Declaration of Independence?”” Use key
details from the document to support your answer.

- American Indians and Settlers (Volume 3 in student reader — Unit 7/Week 4 in GHGR teacher’s edition)




Summative Assessments
District Summative Assessment

RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:

e Good Habits, Great Readers teacher resources
o Articles

e Extended Text: Toliver’s Secret

e Magazines

o Newspaper Articles

e Science/Social Studies Informational Resources: Science Text, Social Studies Text, “Time for Kids”
weekly magazine, FOSS science stories

e Guided Reading books
o Websites/Digital Sources (Multimedia)
e Textbooks

Integration of Technology: SMARTDboard, netbooks, Discovery Education, and various internets sites.

Technology Resources:
Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:

e www.enchantedlearning.com

www.pinterest.com

www.PBS.com

www.abcteach.com

www.timeforkids.com

www.historychannel.com

www.readwritethink.com

www.superteacherworksheets.com

www.unitedstreaming.com

www.teacherspayteachers.com

www.havefunteaching.com

http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/
http://www?2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngextremeexplorer/pdf/effectivepractices.pdf

Opportunities for Differentiation:

Readers Workshop: modeled, Guided Reading and Guided Practice
Leveled readers

Independent reading

VAKT (visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile) modeling

Graphic Organizers

Selective Grouping

Variety of questioning/discussion techniques



http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.pbs.com/
http://www.abcteach.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://www.historychannel.com/
http://www.readwritethink.com/
http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
http://www.havefunteaching.com/
http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngextremeexplorer/pdf/effectivepractices.pdf

Teacher Notes:




Sparta Township Public Schools

Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title:  Reading: Poetry, Drama and Prose Unit: 7

Target Course/Grade Level:  Fourth Grade Timeline: Spring

Unit Summary: Poetry, drama and prose are art forms that play an integral role in students’ literacy skills.
Throughout history, poetry, prose, and drama have been recorded from people of a variety of cultures and
have documented life experiences. In this unit, students will learn to read and appreciate these genres as
unique forms of written expression. Students will study the techniques that poets use to express meaning in
poems such as rhyme, repetition, line breaks, and figurative language. Students will learn to analyze how
the writer’s use of language enables them to visualize the text’s images, make meaning, and to connect
emotionally to the words. A variety of poetry will be explored ranging from rhyming poems to free verse
and narrative poems. Students will also study techniques used in drama and prose.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Science, Social Studies, Technology, Character Education

21t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the
text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
guantitatively, as well as in words.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to
compare the approaches the authors take.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference
materials, as appropriate.

5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.




Anchor Standards for Writing:
Text Types and Purposes

W.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-
chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

W.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience.

Production and Distribution of Writing

W.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

Learning Targets/Activities

Domain: Reading Literature, Foundational Skills, Speaking and Listening, Language

Cluster: Key Ideas and Details, Crafts and Structure, Integration of Knowledge and Words, Range of
Reading and Level of Text Complexity, Fluency, Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Standard # Standards

RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text;
summarize the text

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing
on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

RL.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g.,
Herculean).

RL.4.5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the

structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts
of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing
or speaking about a text.

RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are
narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.
RL.4.7 Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral

presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific
descriptions and directions in the text.

RL.4.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g.,
opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories,
myths, and traditional literature from different cultures.

RL.4.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

RF.4.3a Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis in decoding skills.

Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication
patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar
multisyllabic words in context and out of context.

RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

RF.4.4.a Read grade-level text with purpose and meaning.




RF.4.4.b

Read on-level text with prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate
rate, and expression on successive readings.

RF.4.4.c

Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

L.4.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words
and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

L4.4.a

Use context clues to determine word meaning.

L4.4.c

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both
print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise
meaning of key words and phrases.

L.45

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and
nuances in word meanings.

L.45.a

Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g. pretty as a picture)
in context.

L.45b

Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs
to aid in comprehending text.

L.4.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions,
emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are
basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when
discussing animal preservation).

SL.4.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

SL.4.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material;
explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

SL.4.1b

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

SL.4.1.c

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information,
and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks
of others.

SL.4.1d

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and
understanding in light of the discussion.

SL.4.2

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse
media and formats, including visually quantitatively, and orally.

SL.4.3

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular
points.

Unit Essential Questions

Unit Enduring Understandings

o How does poetry create mental/visual and sensory images o Poets use poetic devices such as
that engage the reader in thinking beyond the rhyme, rhythm, repetition, line

literal/superficial?

breaks, and figurative language to

e How do | make sense of and respond to a variety of poems? convey meaning.

o How do authors express themselves in various ways?




o Poetry can be crafted in many
different styles and has no set
boundaries.

o Authors express themselves in
various ways including poetry, drama,
and prose.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will ...

o Answer literal and inferential questions to demonstrate understanding using evidence from the text.
(RL.4.1)

e Determine the theme of a text. (RL.4.2)
¢ Paraphrase portions of text or information from various media. (SL.4.2)
o Use specific details to describe in depth a character, setting, or event. (RL.4.3)

o Determine meaning of words and phrases in a text through the use of a variety of strategies, including
context clues. (RL.4.4, RF.4.4.c, L.4.4,L.4.4.3)

o Explain major difference between poems, drama and prose. (RL.4.5)

e Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated (e.qg., first and third
person). (RL.4.6)

¢ Discuss similarities and differences between a text and a multimedia version of the text. (RL.4.7)

e Compare and contrast similar themes and topics presented from multi-cultural stories, myths and
traditional literature. (RL.4.9)

o Fluently read and comprehend stories, drama, and poetry. (RL.4.10)

o Identify reasons and evidence a speaker gives during discussions to support his/her point(s). (SL.4.3)

o Participate actively and appropriately in discussions about fictional literature. (SL. 4.1.a-d and SL.4.3)
o Fluently read and comprehend grade level text. (RL.4.10, RF.4.4, RF.4.4.a)

¢ Orally read grade level prose and poetry with accuracy and appropriate pace and expression. (RF.4.4.b)
¢ Consult dictionaries and other reference materials to determine word meaning. (L.4.4.c)

e Understand the meaning of similes and metaphors to aid in comprehending text. (L.4.5, L.4.5.a)

¢ Understand the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs to aid in the comprehension text.
(L.4.5, L.4.5.h)

¢ Determine and comprehend the meaning of unfamiliar context specific vocabulary (including those that
signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being and that are basic to a particular topic) to aid in
comprehending text. (L.4.6)

Learning Activities

e Shared and Guided Reading o Partner/Pair share

¢ Independent Reading ¢ Reading Response logs

¢ Flexible grouping ¢ Reciprocal Reading

o Partner reading o Literature Circles

e Read Aloud/Mentor text e Teacher lead “book talks”

o Leveled libraries o PALS (peer-assisted learning
e Grouping strategies strategy)

Evidence of Learning




Formative Assessments

o http://mhschool.com/lead_21/grade4/ccslh_g4 rl 1 2c.html e Exit Tickets
(explains the difference between poems, drama, and prose) e Teacher Conference/Peer Conference
e Journal entries e Whole/Small group discussion

Role Play ¢ Writing Responses
Reader’s Theatre

Read/discuss various poems and identify the elements in

each piece

Read/discuss various prose pieces and identify the elements

in each piece

Read/discuss various dramas and identify the elements in
each piece

Summative Assessments
District Summative Assessment

RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:
o Lucy Calkins Units of Study

¢ Good Habits, Great Readers

¢ Write Habits

o Writer’s Express

o Poetry

e Drama/Play

Integration of Technology: SMARTboard, netbooks, Brainpop, Tumblebooks

Technology Resources:

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:
o www.fcrr.org

e WwWw.pinterest.com

o Www.teacherspayteachers.com

o www.havefunteaching.com

o http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/

e http://storytimeforme.com/

o http://www.storylineonline.net/

o www.readwritethink.com

e www.scholastic.com

o http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/index.htm

e http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/poetry/index.htm

o http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/content/education/poetryclasshome/
o Children's Poetry Bookshelf: www.childrenspoetrybooks.co.uk

e Poetry Society: www.poetrysociety.org.uk



http://mhschool.com/lead_21/grade4/ccslh_g4_rl_1_2c.html

o Poetryclass: www.poetryclass.net

e Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award:www.poetrysociety.org.uk/foyle
e The Poetry Archive: www.poetryarchive.org

o Poetry 180: www.loc.gov/poetry/180/

o NAWE (directory of writers): www.artscape.org.uk

e www.betterlesson.com

Opportunities for Differentiation:

Readers Workshop: modeled, guided reading and guided practice
Leveled readers

Independent reading

VAKT modeling

Graphic Organizers

Selective Grouping

Variety of questioning/discussion techniques

Teacher Notes:




Sparta Township Public Schools

Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Building a Community of Writers Unit: 1

Target Course/Grade Level: Fourth Grade Time: Ongoing

Unit Summary: In this unit, teachers and students will work together to create an environment that
encourages and supports young writers. Together they will explore strategies that will help

to create a safe and productive community of writers in the classroom. Community-building strategies will
be discussed and demonstrated, and should include: establishing classroom routines and rituals, arranging
the classroom to facilitate writing and discussion, read-alouds, use of mentor texts, teachers as writers, and
providing opportunities for students to share and respond to writing.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Character Education, Technology

21t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Text Types and Purpose

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-
chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

Production and Distribution of Writing

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy
of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

Range of Writing

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Comprehension and Collaboration

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

Presentation of Knowledge and ldeas

4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace.

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance
understanding of presentations.

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

Conventions of Standard English

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.




Knowledge of Language

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

Learning Targets/Activities

Domain: Writing, Speaking and Listening, Language

Cluster: Text Types and Purpose, Production and Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present
Knowledge, Range of Writing, Comprehension and Collaboration, Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas,
Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Standard # Standards

wW.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

W.4.3.a Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

W.4.3.b Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations.

W.4.3.c Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.

w.4.3.d Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.

W.4.3.e Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to

produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single
sitting.

W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

SL.4.5 Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the
development of main ideas or themes.




SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

L4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

L.4.1.f Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.*

L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

L4.2.a Use correct capitalization.

L.4.2.b Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

L.4.2.c Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

L.4.2d Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

L.43.a Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*

L.4.3.b Choose punctuation for effect.*

L.4.3.c Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being
(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings

e Why do we write? e Authors write to communicate.
e How do writers engage their readers? e Writers use a notebook to collect ideas.

How do writers use their own experiences
to generate ideas?

e Writing can be used to inform, instruct,
persuade or entertain.

Unit Learning Target

Students will ...

¢ Establish and focus on a moment/part of a real or imagined experience/event. (W.4.3, W.4.8)

o Use prewriting strategies (such as: brainstorming, graphic organizers, oral storytelling, freewriting, notes
and/or logs). (W.4.3)

e Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters. (W.4.3.a)

o Grab/entice the reader by use of a hook or lead (e.g., question, quote, description, dialogue, etc.).

(W.4.3)

¢ Organize events naturally and sequentially by using transitional words and phrases. (W.4.3.a, W.4.3.c)

o Use dialogue to develop experiences and show character’s feelings and emotions to situations. (W.4.3.b,
L.4.3.c, L.4.6, SL.4.6)

¢ Use description with concrete words and phrases and sensory details to develop and convey experiences
and events when writing. (W.4.3.b, W.4.3.d)




¢ Provide a concluding statement or section that is related to the narrative piece experiences or events.
(W.4.3.¢)

¢ Produce an organized narratve piece that provides clarity and cohesiveness and is appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (W.4.4)

¢ Plan, revise, and edit writing with guidance and support of peers and adults in order to strengthen
writing. (W.4.5)

o Use technology (e.g. the internet) to produce and publish a narrative piece of writing with some
guidance and support from adults. (W.4.6)

o Demonstrate keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. (W.4.6)

e Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two). (W.4.10)

e Use complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons. (L.4.1,
L.4.1.f)

¢ Orally share narrative writing with an audience. (SL.4.3, SL.4.4, SL.4.5, SL..4.6)

e Use correct punctuation, at times for effect (L.4.2, L.4.2.a, L.4.3, L.4.3.b)

e Use commas and quotation marks to denote direct speech and quotations from a text. (L.4.2.b)
e Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. (L.4.2.c)

o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. (L.4.2.d)

e Use words and phrases to convey ideas precisely (L.4.3.a)

Learning Activities

e  Writer’s Workshop e Writing process lessons

e Modeled, Shared, Guided, and Independent o Develop individual vocabulary list
Writing e Work stations / centers

e Creation of a Writer’s Notebook e Participate in grammar and vocabulary

e Author’s Chair activities

e Flexible grouping e Mentor text / Think aloud

e Peer editing/conferences e Anchor Charts

e Mini-lessons e  Writer’s Celebration

e Use of graphic organizers

Evidence of Learning
Formative Assessments

graphic organizers/hand outs

o peer editing
e journal writing

[ J

[ J

writing conferences
timed writing pieces
checklists / rubrics

short responses
ancedotal records

Summative Assessments
District Summative Assessment

RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:

e Mentor Texts

o Write Habits lessons

e Units of Study — Launching the Writing Workshop (Lucy Calkins)
o owl.english.purdue.edu

o Writing Reference (ex. Writer’s Express)

Integration of Technology: SMARTboard, netbooks




Technology Resources:

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:
e WWW.pinterest.com

o www.readwritethink.org

e WWW.ehow.com

e WwWw.superteacherworksheets.com

o www.timeforkids.com

¢ Www.heinemann.com

o WWW.writersdigest.com

o www.havefunteaching.com

e http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/

o http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html

Opportunities for Differentiation:
e Writing Workshop
e Writing Rubric
¢ Independent writing
e Conferencing
e Guided practice

Teacher Notes:
http://writing-toolkit.wiki.inghamisd.org/1+Writing+Break
Resource for teaching writing



http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.ehow.com/
http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://www.heinemann.com/
http://www.writersdigest.com/
http://www.havefunteaching.com/
http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html
http://writing-toolkit.wiki.inghamisd.org/1+Writing+Break

Sparta Township Public Schools
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Narrative Writing Unit: 2
Target Course/Grade Level: Fourth Grade Time: Fall

Unit Summary: Authors write fictional narratives, or stories, to entertain and/or teach life lessons. In
order to write narratives, one must understand that there are major components required to accomplish
these goals. In this unit, students will review previously learned elements of fiction (character
development, theme, and plot) and apply this knowledge as they craft their own imagined stories. The
writing process will be closely followed. Students will organize their ideas through the use of graphic
organizers, write rough drafts, revise/edit with peers and teachers, and finally publish their final copies.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Character Education, Technology

21t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Text Types and Purpose

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-
chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

Production and Distribution of Writing

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy
of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

Range of Writing

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Comprehension and Collaboration

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

Presentation of Knowledge and ldeas

4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace.

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance
understanding of presentations.

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

Conventions of Standard English

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.




Knowledge of Language

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

Learning Targets/Activities

Domain: Writing, Speaking and Listening, Language

Cluster: Text Types and Purpose, Production and Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present
Knowledge, Range of Writing, Comprehension and Collaboration, Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas,
Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of Language, VVocabulary Acquisition and Use

Standard # Standards

wW.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

W.4.3.a Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

W.4.3.b Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations.

W.4.3.c Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.

w.4.3.d Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.

W.4.3.e Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to

produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single
sitting.

W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

SL.4.5 Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the
development of main ideas or themes.




SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

L4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

L.4.1.f Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.*

L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

L4.2.a Use correct capitalization.

L.4.2.b Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

L.4.2.c Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

L.4.2d Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

L.43.a Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*

L.4.3.b Choose punctuation for effect.*

L.4.3.c Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being
(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings
e How do writers engage their audience in a o Narratives are carefully structured (real or
real or imagined event? imagined) depictions of diverse human
e How do writers use their own experiences experiences
to generate ideas for stories? e Narrative writing can be used to inform,

instruct, persuade or entertain.

e A narrative writer conveys meaning through
deliberate use of literary elements and
narrative techniques.

Unit Learning Target

Students will ...

e Establish and focus on a moment/part of a real or imagined experience/event. (W.4.3, W.4.8)

o Use prewriting strategies (such as: brainstorming, graphic organizers, oral storytelling, freewriting, notes
and/or logs). (W.4.3)

o Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters. (W.4.3.a)

o Grab/entice the reader by use of a hook or lead (e.g., question, quote, description, dialogue, etc.).
(W.4.3)

¢ Organize events naturally and sequentially by using transitional words and phrases. (W.4.3.a, W.4.3.c)

e Use dialogue to develop experiences and show character’s feelings and emotions to situations. (W.4.3.b,
L.4.3.c, L.4.6,SL.4.6)




¢ Use description with concrete words and phrases and sensory details to develop and convey experiences
and events when writing. (W.4.3.b, W.4.3.d)

¢ Provide a concluding statement or section that is related to the narrative piece experiences or events.
(W.4.3.¢)

¢ Produce an organized narratve piece that provides clarity and cohesiveness and is appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (W.4.4)

¢ Plan, revise, and edit writing with guidance and support of peers and adults in order to strengthen
writing. (W.4.5)

e Use technology (e.g. the internet) to produce and publish a narrative piece of writing with some
guidance and support from adults. (W.4.6)

e Demonstrate keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. (W.4.6)

o Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two). (W.4.10)

e Use complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons. (L.4.1,
L.4.1.f)

e Orally share narrative writing with an audience. (SL.4.3, SL.4.4, SL.4.5, SL.4.6)

e Use correct punctuation, at times for effect (L.4.2, L.4.2.a, L.4.3, L.4.3.b)

e Use commas and quotation marks to denote direct speech and quotations from a text. (L.4.2.b)
e Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. (L.4.2.c)

o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. (L.4.2.d)

e Use words and phrases to convey ideas precisely (L.4.3.a)

Learning Activities

e Modeled, Shared, Guided, and Independent o Develop individual vocabulary list
Writing e  Skill-based work stations

e Flexible grouping e Use of graphic organizers

e Peer editing/conferences e Participate in grammar and vocabulary

e Mini-lessons activities

e Anchor charts o DADS (Description, Action, Dialogue, or

e Author’s chair Sound Word) strategy for openings

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments:

- Required Pre-assessment Prompt (30-minute timed): When Tony arrived home after school, the large
package was there waiting for him on the kitchen table. He had been waiting for days for the package to
arrive and now he had it in his hands. Quickly, he tore open the package and examined the contents. Write
a story about the reason for Tony’s excitement.

Scoring: GHGR and Writer’s Express Rubrics

In your composition, be sure to include the following:
V  Decribe why Tony was so excited.

V  Explain his reactions using descriptive details.
V' Tell about what happens as a result.

e graphic organizers/hand outs e peer editing

e journal writing e writing conferences
e short responses e timed writing pieces
e ancedotal records




Summative Assessments:
District Summative Assessment

. RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:

e Mentor Texts: The Memory Coat (Elvira Woodruff), George Washington’s Buttons (J. Harold Cobb),
Dandelions (Eve Bunting), Potato: A Tale from the Great Depression (Kate Lied), Journey to Ellis
Island (Bierman, McGaw, and Hehner), Dancing with the Indians (Angela Shelf Medearis), Baseball
Saved Us (Ken Mochizuki), Pink and Say (Patricia Polacco), Going West (Jean Van Leeuwen), Streets of
Gold (Rosemary Wells)

o Write Habits lessons

o Units of Study - Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing (Lucy Calkins)

o owl.english.purdue.edu

o Writing Reference (ex. Writer’s Express)
Integration of Technology: SMARTDboard, netbooks, Tumblebooks

Technology Resources:

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:
e Www.pinterest.com

o Wwww.readwritethink.org

e WWw.ehow.com

e WWW.superteacherworksheets.com

o www.timeforkids.com

e Www.heinemann.com

o Www.writersdigest.com

o www.havefunteaching.com

e http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/

o http://www?2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html

Opportunities for Differentiation:
e Writing Workshop
e Writing Rubric
¢ Independent writing
e Conferencing
e Guided practice

Teacher Notes:
http://writing-toolkit.wiki.inghamisd.org/1+Writing+Break
Resource for teaching writing
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Sparta Township Public Schools

Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Informational/Explanatory Writing Unit: 3

Target Course/Grade Level: Fourth Grade Time: Ongoing

Unit Summary: Informative and explanatory writing is a broad writing genre that becomes increasingly
important as students progress through school. Informative and explanatory writing enables students to
learn about the world around them through research and reflection on personal experience and to
accurately share their knowledge with others. This writing unit serves to introduce students to the
informative and explanatory writing style: its purpose, organization, techniques, and the skills necessary
for conducting research from print and digital sources. Through guided instruction of mentor texts, mini-
lessons, group work, research, and conferences, students will gain the knowledge necessary to clearly
write short analyses of cause-and-effect relationships in text, a compare/contrast essay, and research
project.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Science, Technology, Reading

21t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Text Types and Purposes

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

Production and Distribution of Writing

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy
of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Range of Writing

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Conventions of Standard English

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

Knowledge of Language

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference
materials, as appropriate.




6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

Comprehension and Collaboration

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

Presentation of Knowledge and ldeas

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of
reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance
understanding of presentations.

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to
compare the approaches the authors take.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

Learning Targets/Activities

Domain: Writing, Language, Speaking and Listening, Reading Informational Text

Cluster: Text Types and Purpose, Production and Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present
Knowledge, Range of Writing, Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of Language,
Comprehension and Collaboration, Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas, Craft and Structure, Integration
of Knowledge, Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

Standard # Standards

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.
W.4.2.a Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include

formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

W.4.2.h Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples related to the topic.

W.4.2.c Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for
example, also, because).

w.4.2.d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

W.4.2.e Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation
presented.

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.




W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single
sitting.

W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

W.4.9.a Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

W.4.9.b Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

L4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

L.4.1.f Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.*

L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

L4.2a Use correct capitalization.

L.4.2.b Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

L.4.2.c Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

L4.2d Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

L.43.a Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*

L.4.3.b Choose punctuation for effect.*

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L4.4.c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific

words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being
(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).




SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

SL4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

SL.4.5 Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the
development of main ideas or themes.

SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

RI1.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a
text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

RI1.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how
the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

RI1.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the
subject knowledgeably.

RI1.4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social
studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings

¢ How do you communicate information clearly ¢ Informational/explanatory writing conveys

and accurately to others? accurate information to increase the readers’
e What are the elements of descriptive writing? knowledge of a subject, to help readers better
understand a procedure or process, or to provide
readers with an enhanced comprehension of a
concept.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will ...

Use a prewriting graphic organizer when examining a topic to organize thoughts/ideas to help in
conveying information clearly. (W.4.2, W.4.5)

Introduce a topic clearly and support ideas with facts, definitions and details. (W.4.2.a)

Group related information in paragraphs and/or sections to support topic. (W.4.2.a)

Include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aid in
comprehension of topic being presented. (W.4.2.a, R1.4.7)

Use facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to support
topic. (W4.2.b, R1.4.4)

Use words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because) to link similar ideas and
information when writing. (W4.2.c)

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic being
presented. (W.4.2.d, L.4.6)

Provide a concluding statement or section that is related to the information or explanation
presented. (W.4.2.e)

Produce an organized informational/explanatory piece that provides clarity and cohesiveness and
is appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (W.4.2, W.4.4)

Plan, revise, and edit writing with guidance and support of peers and adults in order to strengthen
writing. (W4.5)




Use technology (e.g. the internet) to produce and publish an informational/explanatory writing
with some guidance and support from adults. (W.4.6)

Demonstrate keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. (W.4.6)

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital
sources to support selected topic. (W.4.8, R1.4.9, R1.4.10)

Take notes and organize information gathered into categories to support informational/explanatory
topic. (W.4.8)

Produce a research-based informative/explanatory piece that requires examination of a topic from
different aspects. (W.4.7)

Provide a list of sources used to support topic. (W.4.8)

Use textual evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research. (W.4.9, W.4.9.a, W.4.9.b)

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two). (W.4.10)

Use complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons (L.4.1,
L.4.1.)

Use correct capitalization. (L.4.2.a)
Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. (L.4.2.d)

Use commas and quotation marks correctly when using dialogue or quotations from a text.
(L.4.2.b)

Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. (L.4.2.c)
Use correct punctuation, at times for effect. (L.4.2, L.4.3.b)
Use words and phrases to convey ideas precisely. (L.4.3.a)

Determine and clarify the meaning and pronunciation of unknown and multiple-meaning words by
consulting print and digital reference materials. (L.4.4, L.4.4.c)

Use domain-specific words and phrases that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation). (L.4.6)

Orally share informational/explanatory writing with an audience. (SL.4.3, SL.4.4, SL.4.5, SL.4.6)

Learning Activities

Modeled, Shared, Guided, and Independent o Develop individual vocabulary list
Writing o  Skill-based work stations

Flexible grouping ¢ Note taking

Peer editing/conferencing e Use of GRASP to summarize
Mini-lessons articles/information read

Teacher lead “informational topic talks” e Summarize articles/information read
Time lines e Use of graphic organizers

Five paragraph essay o Documenting/Noting resources

Suggested Formative Assessments
Introduction to Informative Writing: Explore, discuss and reflect on Writer’s Express materials (binder pp.

184-187), Lucy Calkins, Book 3 — “Breathing Life into Essays” mini-lessons and benchmarks.

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments

Required Pre-assessment Prompt (30-minute
timed): Eating healthy foods is important.
Think about why it is important to eat healthy
foods. Explain why you should eat healthy

e peer editing

e conferences

e timed writing piece
e journal writing




foods. (Scoring: Use GHGR and Writer’s e short constructed responses

Express Rubrics) e anecdotal records
e graphic organizers/handouts

Summative Assessments
District Summative Assessment
Teacher Instructional Resources:

e Unit of Study (Lucy Calkins) — Book 3, Sessions 1, 2, 6

o Write Habits Activities

o Writer’s Express Activities — Binder pages 185-187

¢ Time for Kids/Scholastic News

¢ owl.english.purdue.edu

o Writing Reference (ex. Writer’s Express); Writer’s Habits Model Texts

Integration of Technology: SMARTboard, netbooks, Internet-based informational sources

Technology Resources:

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:
e Www.pinterest.com

o Wwww.readwritethink.org

e Www.ehow.com

o Www.superteacherworksheets.com

o www.timeforkids.com

e WWW.heinemann.com

o Www.writersdigest.com

o www.havefunteaching.com

e http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/

o http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html

Opportunities for Differentiation:
e Writing Workshop
e Writing conferences
e Writing Rubric
e Independent writing
e Grammar / Vocabulary lessons
e Guided practice

Teacher Notes:
http://writing-toolkit.wiki.inghamisd.org/1+Writing+Break
Resource for teaching writing
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Sparta Township Public Schools
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Writing Literary Essays — Writing About Reading Unit: 4
Target Course/Grade Level: Fourth Grade Time: January

Unit Summary: Informative and explanatory writing is a broad writing genre that becomes increasingly
important as students progress through school. This writing unit asks students to respond effectively to
literature and informational texts. Through guided instruction of mentor texts, mini-lessons, group work,
and conferences, students will gain the knowledge necessary to clearly write short analyses of texts.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Science, Technology, Reading

21°t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Text Types and Purposes

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

Production and Distribution of Writing

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy
of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Range of Writing

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Conventions of Standard English

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

Knowledge of Language

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference
materials, as appropriate.

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level,
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

Comprehension and Collaboration

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.




Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of
reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance
understanding of presentations.

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to
compare the approaches the authors take.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

Learning Targets/Activities

Domain: Writing, Language, Speaking and Listening, Reading Informational Text

Cluster: Text Types and Purpose, Production and Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present
Knowledge, Range of Writing, Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of Language,
Comprehension and Collaboration, Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas, Craft and Structure, Integration
of Knowledge, Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

Standard # Standards

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.
W.4.2.a Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include

formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

W.4.2.b Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples related to the topic.

W.4.2.c Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for
example, also, because).

w.4.2.d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

W.4.2.e Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation
presented.

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single
sitting.




Ww.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

wW.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

W.4.9.a Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

W.4.9.b Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

L4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

L.4.1.f Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.*

L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

L4.2a Use correct capitalization.

L.4.2.b Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

L.4.2.c Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

L.4.2d Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

L.43.a Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*

L.4.3.b Choose punctuation for effect.*

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L4.4.c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being
(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

SL.4.5 Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the

development of main ideas or themes.




SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

R1.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a
text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

RI1.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how
the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

R1.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the
subject knowledgeably.

R1.4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social
studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings

¢ How do you communicate information clearly ¢ Informational/explanatory writing conveys

and accurately to others? accurate information to increase the readers’
e What are the elements of descriptive writing? knowledge of a subject, to help readers better
understand a procedure or process, or to provide
readers with an enhanced comprehension of a
concept.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will ...

Use a prewriting graphic organizer when examining a topic to organize thoughts/ideas to help in
conveying information clearly. (W.4.2, W.4.5)

Introduce a topic clearly and support ideas with facts, definitions and details. (W.4.2.a)

Group related information in paragraphs and/or sections to support topic. (W.4.2.a)

Include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aid in
comprehension of topic being presented. (W.4.2.a, R1.4.7)

Use facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to support
topic. (W4.2.b, R1.4.4)

Use words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because) to link similar ideas and
information when writing. (W4.2.c)

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic being
presented. (W.4.2.d, L.4.6)

Provide a concluding statement or section that is related to the information or explanation
presented. (W.4.2.e)

Produce an organized informational/explanatory piece that provides clarity and cohesiveness and
is appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (W.4.2, W.4.4)

Plan, revise, and edit writing with guidance and support of peers and adults in order to strengthen
writing. (W4.5)

Use technology (e.g. the internet) to produce and publish an informational/explanatory writing
with some guidance and support from adults. (W.4.6)

Demonstrate keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. (W.4.6)
Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital
sources to support selected topic. (W.4.8, R1.4.9, R1.4.10)

Take notes and organize information gathered into categories to support informational/explanatory
topic. (W.4.8)




o Use textual evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research. (W.4.9, W.4.9.a, W.4.9.b)

o Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two). (W.4.10)

e Use complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons (L.4.1,
L.4.1.1)

e Use correct capitalization. (L.4.2.)
e Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. (L.4.2.d)
e Use commas and quotation marks correctly when using dialogue or quotations from a text.
(L.4.2.b)
e Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. (L.4.2.c)
e Use correct punctuation, at times for effect. (L.4.2, L.4.3.b)
e Use words and phrases to convey ideas precisely. (L.4.3.2)
e Determine and clarify the meaning and pronunciation of unknown and multiple-meaning words by
consulting print and digital reference materials. (L.4.4, L.4.4.c)
e Use domain-specific words and phrases that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation). (L.4.6)
e Orally share informational/explanatory writing with an audience. (SL.4.3, SL.4.4, SL.4.5, SL..4.6)
Learning Activities
e Modeled, Shared, Guided, and Independent
Writing
o RACE (restate, answer, cite evidence, and
extend answer) Strategy for responding to text
Flexible grouping
Peer editing/conferencing
Mini-lessons
Teacher lead “informational topic talks”
Five paragraph essay

Develop individual vocabulary list
Skill-based work stations

Note taking

Summarize articles/information read
Use of graphic organizers

Evidence of Learning
Formative Assessments

¢ graphic organizers/handouts e peer editing
e journal writing e conferences
e short responses e timed writing piece

e anecdotal records

Summative Assessments
District Summative Assessment

RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:

e Unit of Study (Lucy Calkins) — Book 5, Literary Essays: Writing About Reading
o Write Habits Activities — Old, Unit 3: Response to Reading (3 lessons)

o Writer’s Express Activities — Binder pp. 161-165

o Time for Kids/Scholastic News

o owl.english.purdue.edu

e Writing Reference (ex. Writer’s Express)




e Crosswalk Coach: Lessons 11, 14

Integration of Technology: SMARTboard, netbooks

Technology Resources:

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:
e WWW.pinterest.com

o www.readwritethink.org

o Www.ehow.com

o Wwww.superteacherworksheets.com

o www.timeforkids.com

¢ Www.heinemann.com

o Www.writersdigest.com

¢ www.havefunteaching.com

o http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/

o http://www?2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html

Opportunities for Differentiation:
e Reading / Writing Workshop
e Writing conferences
e Writing Rubric
¢ Independent writing
e Grammar / Vocabulary lessons
e Guided practice

Teacher Notes:
http://writing-toolkit.wiki.inghamisd.org/1+Writing+Break
Resource for teaching writing
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http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html
http://writing-toolkit.wiki.inghamisd.org/1+Writing+Break

Sparta Township Public Schools
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Testing as a Genre (Reading / Writing Unit) Unit: 5
Target Course/Grade Level: Fourth Grade Time: April

Unit Summary: Preparing students to succeed on state assessments requires practice. This unit is intended
to offer that practice. This unit can, in no way, teach students all that they need to know about reading and
writing in order to demonstrate what they know on any assessment. The only way to provide students with
the content knowledge they need is to offer consistent, effective instruction all year long. The unit is
designed to teach students how to take a reading and writing test, not how to read and write. The unit
includes lessons introducing or reviewing the language of prompts. Approved graphic organizers,
resources and revision checklists are used in the lessons so that students are familiar with these tools
before using them on the test. This unit also asks students to respond effectively to literature and
informational texts. Through guided instruction of mentor texts, mini-lessons, group work, and
conferences, students will gain the knowledge necessary to clearly write short analyses of texts.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Science, Technology, Reading

21t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Text Types and Purposes

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

Production and Distribution of Writing

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy
of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Range of Writing

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Conventions of Standard English

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

Knowledge of Language

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference
materials, as appropriate.




6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

Comprehension and Collaboration

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

Presentation of Knowledge and ldeas

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of
reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance
understanding of presentations.

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to
compare the approaches the authors take.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

Learning Targets/Activities

Domain: Writing, Language, Speaking and Listening, Reading Informational Text

Cluster: Text Types and Purpose, Production and Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present
Knowledge, Range of Writing, Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of Language,
Comprehension and Collaboration, Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas, Craft and Structure, Integration
of Knowledge, Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

Standard # Standards

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.
W.4.2.a Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include

formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

W.4.2.h Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples related to the topic.

W.4.2.c Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for
example, also, because).

w.4.2.d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

W.4.2.e Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation
presented.

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.




W.4.5

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single
sitting.

Ww.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

W.4.9.a Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

W.4.9.b Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

L.4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

L.4.1.f Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.*

L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

L4.2a Use correct capitalization.

L.4.2.b Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

L.4.2.c Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

L4.2d Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

L.43.a Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*

L.4.3.b Choose punctuation for effect.*

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L4.4.c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being
(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

R1.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a

text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.




RI1.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how
the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

R1.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the
subject knowledgeably.

R1.4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social
studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.

RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific
details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

RL.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those
that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).

RL.4.5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural
elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters,
settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.

RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated,
including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.

RL.4.7 Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of
the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the
text.

RL.4.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good
and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature
from different cultures.

RL.4.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poetry, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at
the high end of the range

RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

RF.4.4a Read grade-level text with purpose and meaning.

RF.4.4b Read on-level text with prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and
expression on successive readings.

RF.4.4c Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary.

Unit Essential Questions

e How do you communicate information clearly
and accurately to others?

e How can I “show what I know” within a timed
period?

e How can | use the language of prompts, and

utilize approved graphic organizers, resources
and checklists to help me be successful on tests?

Unit Enduring Understandings

e It is important to know and apply the skills and
strategies necessary when taking tests in a timed
setting.

e [t is important to show “all that [ know” on a test.




o How do I apply all my reading and writing
knowledge when taking a test?

Unit Learning Targets
Students will ...

Use a prewriting graphic organizer when examining a topic to organize thoughts/ideas to help in
conveying information clearly. (W.4.2, W.4.5)

Introduce a topic clearly and support ideas with facts, definitions and details. (W.4.2.a)

Group related information in paragraphs and/or sections to support topic. (W.4.2.a)

Include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aid in
comprehension of topic being presented. (W.4.2.a, R1.4.7)

Use facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to support
topic. (W4.2.b, R1.4.4)

Use words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because) to link similar ideas and
information when writing. (W4.2.c)

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic being
presented. (W.4.2.d, L.4.6)

Provide a concluding statement or section that is related to the information or explanation
presented. (W.4.2.e)

Produce an organized informational/explanatory piece that provides clarity and cohesiveness and
is appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (W.4.2, W.4.4)

Plan, revise, and edit writing with guidance and support of peers and adults in order to strengthen
writing. (W4.5)

Use technology (e.g. the internet) to produce and publish an informational/explanatory writing
with some guidance and support from adults. (W.4.6)

Demonstrate keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. (W.4.6)

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital
sources to support selected topic. (W.4.8, R1.4.9, R1.4.10)

Take notes and organize information gathered into categories to support informational/explanatory
topic. (W.4.8)

Use textual evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research. (W.4.9, W.4.9.a, W.4.9.b)

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two). (W.4.10)

Use complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons (L.4.1,
L.4.1.f)

Use correct capitalization. (L.4.2.a)
Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. (L.4.2.d)

Use commas and quotation marks correctly when using dialogue or quotations from a text.
(L.4.2.b)

Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. (L.4.2.c)

Use correct punctuation, at times for effect. (L.4.2, L.4.3.b)

Use words and phrases to convey ideas precisely. (L.4.3.a)

Determine and clarify the meaning and pronunciation of unknown and multiple-meaning words by
consulting print and digital reference materials. (L.4.4, L.4.4.c)

Use domain-specific words and phrases that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation). (L.4.6)




o Orally share informational/explanatory writing with an audience. (SL.4.3, SL.4.4, SL.4.5, SL.4.6)

o Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text. (RL.4.1)

e Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text (RL.4.2)

o Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in
the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). (RL.4.3)

o Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude
to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). (RL.4.4)

e Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements
of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions,
dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text. (RL.4.5)

e Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the
difference between first- and third-person narrations. (RL.4.6)

e Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text,
identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text. (RL.4.7)

e Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and
evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from
different cultures. (RL.4.9)

e By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in
the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the
range. (RL.4.10)

o Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. (RF.4.4)
¢ Read grade-level text with purpose and meaning. (RF.4.4a)

o Read on-level text with prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on
successive readings. (RF.4.4b)

e Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.
(RF.4.4c)

Learning Activities

e Modeled, Shared, Guided, and Independent
Writing

o RACE (restate, answer, cite evidence, and

extend answer) Strategy for responding to text

Flexible grouping

Peer editing/conferencing

Mini-lessons

Teacher led “informational topic talks”

Five paragraph essay format

Develop individual vocabulary list
Skill-based work stations

Note taking

Summarize articles/information read
Use of graphic organizers
Test-taking tips

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments

e graphic organizers/handouts

e journal writing

e short responses

e anecdotal records

¢ NJ Model Curriculum Assessments — Units 1-4

e peer editing

e conferences

e timed reading and writing pieces
¢ Reading response questions

Summative Assessments




District Summative Assessment

. RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:

¢ Unit of Study (Lucy Calkins)

o Write Habits Activities

o Writer’s Express Activities

o Time for Kids/Scholastic News

o owl.english.purdue.edu

e Writing Reference (ex. Writer’s Express)

o www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela

Integration of Technology: SMARTboard, netbooks, e-books

Technology Resources:

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:
e Www.pinterest.com

o www.readwritethink.org

e Www.ehow.com

o Www.superteacherworksheets.com

o www.timeforkids.com

e WWW.heinemann.com

o Www.writersdigest.com

o www.havefunteaching.com

e http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/

o http://www2.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/part_pg4.html

Opportunities for Differentiation:
e Reading / Writing Workshop
e Writing conferences
e Writing Rubric
¢ Independent writing
e Grammar / Vocabulary lessons
e Guided practice

Teacher Notes:

e http://writing-toolKkit.wiki.inghamisd.org/1+Writing+Break
Resource for teaching writing

e www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela
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Sparta Township Public Schools
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title:  Writing-Opinion Unit: 6
Target Course/Grade Level: Fourth Grade Time: Ongoing

Unit Summary: In the 21% century workforce, the ability to effectively argue one’s opinion is more
important than ever before. The opinion writing unit introduces students to the opinion/argumentative
writing genre. Students will learn the purpose and organization of opinion essays by reading a variety of
teacher selected mentor essays and articles. Through mini-lessons, guided reading, and guided writing,
students will learn how to consider a debate and develop a persuasive thesis, how to support their thesis
with strong arguments, and how to write a strong conclusion. Students will learn to organize their ideas
clearly and effectively and will have the opportunity to develop an opinion essay on a topic important to
them. Students will take their opinion essay through the writing process to publication.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Science, Technology, Reading

21%t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Text Types and Purposes

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning
and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Production and Distribution of Writing

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate
with others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy
of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Range of Writing

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Conventions of Standard English

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

Knowledge of Language

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use




4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference
materials, as appropriate.

5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking and listening at the college and career readiness level, demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to
comprehension and expression.

Comprehension and Collaboration

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

Presentation of Knowledge and ldeas

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of
reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance
understanding of presentations.

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

Learning Targets/Activities

Domain: Writing, Language, Speaking and Listening

Cluster: Text Types and Purpose, Production and Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present
Knowledge, Range of Writing, Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of Language, VVocabulary
Acquisition and Use, Comprehension and Collaboration, Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

Standard # Standards

w4l Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

W.4.la Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in
which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose.

W.4.1b Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.

W.4lc Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in
addition).

w.4.ild Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single
sitting.

W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

wW.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.




W.4.9.a

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

W.4.9.b Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.”).

W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

L4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

L.4.1.f Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.*

L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

L4.2a Use correct capitalization.

L.4.2.b Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

L.4.2.c Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

L.4.2d Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

L.43.a Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*

L.4.3.b Choose punctuation for effect.*

L.4.3.c Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.4.4.c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being
(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

SL.4.5 Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the
development of main ideas or themes.

SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and

situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings




¢ How do you write to convey an opinion through | e An opinion can be stated in a variety of formats.

an essay or review? e To communicate and persuade others of an
e How does the organizational structure of an opinion, one must support it with reasons.
essay support the writer’s purpose?

Unit Learning Targets

Students will ...

e Introduce a topic or text and state an opinion about chosen topic. (W.4.1, W.4.1.a)

e Use a prewriting graphic organizer to organize thoughts and ideas. (W.4.1.a)

e Provide factual reasons, information and details to support point of view. (W.4.1, W.4.1.b)

e Utilize personal knowledge or information from print and digital sources in opinion writing.
(W.4.8)

e Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support opinions. (W.4.9, W.4.9.a,
W.4.9.b)

e Craft an introduction that hooks the reader. (W.4.1.a)

e Group related information, reasons, and details in paragraphs and an organized structure to
support opinion and purpose. (W.4.1.a)

e Develop a logical progression of ideas and thoughts through the use of transitional words and
phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition). (W.4.1.c)

e Provide a thoughtful conclusion that restates the opinion. (W.4.1.d)

e Produce a multiparagraph organizational opinion piece that provides clarity and cohesiveness
and is appropriate to task, purpose and audience. (W.4.4)

e Plan, revise and edit writing with guidance and support of peers and adults in order to develop
and strengthen writing. (W.4.5)

e Use technology (e.g., the internet) to produce and publish research writing with some
guidance and support from adults. (W.4.6)

e Demonstrate keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. (W.4.6)

o Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two). (W.4.10)

e Use complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons
(L4.1,L4.10)

e Use correct capitalization, at times for effect. (L.4.2, L.4.2.a, L.4.3, L.4.3.b)

e Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed (L.4.2.d)

e Use commas and quotation marks correctly when using dialogue or quotations from a text.

(L.4.2.b)

e Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. (L.4.2.c)

e Use words and phrases to convey ideas precisely. (L.4.3.a)

e Determine and clarify the meaning and pronunciation of unknown and multiple-meaning
words by consulting print and digital reference materials. (L.4.4, L.4.4.c)

e  Use domain-specific words and phrases that are basic to a particular topic

(e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation). (L.4.6)
e  Orally share opinion writing with an audience. (L.4.3.c, SL.4.3, SL.4.4, SL..4.5, SL.4.6)
Learning Activities

e Modeled writing e Mentor texts

e Shared and Guided Writing e Using textual evidence
¢ Independent writing o Peer conferences

e Mini-lessons o Writing conferences

Evidence of Learning




Formative Assessments

e Required Pre-assessment Prompt (30-minute e Drafts
timed): The local newspaper is offering a
prize for the Best Relative of the Year. Before
you begin writing, think about one of your
relatives whom you would like to nominate
for this prize. Now write to convince the
judges on why your relative should be chosen
as the Best Relative of the Year. Scoring:
GHGR and Writer’s Express Rubrics

e Graphic organizers
¢ Journal writing
e Short responses
e Ancedotal records

o Self and peer editing
¢ Writing conferences

Summative Assessments
District Summative Assessment

RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:

¢ Breathing Life into Essays (Lucy Calkins)

e Writing Reference (ex. Writer’s Express)

o Write Habits activities

¢ owl.english.purdue.edu

¢ Guiding Readers and Writers (Grades 3-6): Teaching Comprehension, Genre and Content Literacy
(Fountas & Pinnell)

Integration of Technology: SMARTboard

Technology Resources:

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:
www.sadlier-oxford.com

www.webenglishteacher.com

www.readwritethink.org

http://readingandwritingproject.com/

Opportunities for Differentiation:
Flexible grouping

Conferencing

Rubrics

Modeling of writing

Guided writing



http://www.sadlier-oxford.com/
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://readingandwritingproject.com/

Teacher Notes:




Sparta Township Public Schools
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Poetry and Creative Writing Unit: 7
Target Course/Grade Level: Fourth Grade Time: May/June

Unit Summary: Authors write stories or poetry to entertain, teach life lessons, and/or express feelings. In
order to write a narrative or a poem, one must understand that there are major components required to
accomplish this goal. In this unit, students will review previously learned elements of fiction (character
development, theme, and plot) and apply this knowledge as they craft their own imagined stories. The
writing process will be closely followed. Students will organize their ideas through the use of graphic
organizers, write rough drafts, revise/edit with peers and teachers, and finally publish their final copies.
When writing poetry, students will study the techniques that poets use to express meaning in poems such
as rhyme, repetition, line breaks, and figurative language. Students will learn to analyze how the poet’s use
of language enables them to visualize the poem’s images, make meaning, and to connect emotionally to
the words. A variety of poetry styles will be explored ranging from rhyming poems to free verse and
narrative poems.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Character Education, Technology

21%t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills: -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Text Types and Purpose

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-
chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

Production and Distribution of Writing

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy
of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

Range of Writing

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Comprehension and Collaboration

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

Presentation of Knowledge and ldeas

4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace.

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance
understanding of presentations.

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.




Conventions of Standard English

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

Knowledge of Language

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

. learningTargets/Activites

Domain: Writing, Speaking and Listening, Language

Cluster: Text Types and Purpose, Production and Distribution of Writing, Research to Build and Present
Knowledge, Range of Writing, Comprehension and Collaboration, Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas,
Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Standard # Standards

W.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

W.4.3.a Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

W.4.3.b Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations.

W.4.3.c Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.

W.4.3.d Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.

W.4.3.e Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to

produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single
sitting.

W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.




SL.4.4

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

SL.4.5 Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the
development of main ideas or themes.

SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

L4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

L.4.1.f Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.*

L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

L4.2a Use correct capitalization.

L.4.2.b Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

L.4.2.c Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

L.4.2d Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

L.43.a Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*

L.4.3.b Choose punctuation for effect.*

L.4.3.c Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific

words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being
(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Unit Essential Questions

How do writers engage their audience in
an imagined event?

How do writers use their own experiences
to generate ideas for stories or poems?

How does poetry create mental/visual and
sensory images that engage the reader in
thinking beyond the literal/superficial?

Unit Enduring Understandings

o Narratives are carefully structured depictions
of diverse human experiences.

e A narrative writer conveys meaning through
deliberate use of literary elements and
narrative techniques.

e Poets use poetic devices such as rhyme,
rhythm, repetition, line breaks, and
figurative language to convey meaning.

e Poetry can be crafted in many different
styles and has no set boundaries.

Unit Learning Target
Students will ...




¢ Establish and focus on an imagined experience/event. (W.4.3, W.4.8)

o Use prewriting strategies (such as: brainstorming, graphic organizers, oral storytelling, freewriting, notes
and/or logs). (W.4.3)

¢ Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters. (W.4.3.a)

o Grab/entice the reader by use of a hook or lead (e.g., question, quote, description, dialogue, etc.).
(W.4.3)

¢ Organize events naturally and sequentially by using transitional words and phrases. (W.4.3.a, W.4.3.c)

e Use dialogue to develop experiences and show character’s feelings and emotions to situations. (W.4.3.b,
L.4.3.c, L.4.6, SL.4.6)

o Use description with concrete words and phrases and sensory details to develop and convey experiences
and events when writing. (W.4.3.b, W.4.3.d)

¢ Provide a concluding statement or section that is related to the narrative piece experiences or events.
(W.4.3.¢)

¢ Produce an organized narratve piece that provides clarity and cohesiveness and is appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (W.4.4)

¢ Plan, revise, and edit writing with guidance and support of peers and adults in order to strengthen
writing. (W.4.5)

e Use technology (e.g. the internet) to produce and publish a narrative piece of writing with some
guidance and support from adults. (W.4.6)

e Demonstrate keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. (W.4.6)

o Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two). (W.4.10)

e Use complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons. (L.4.1,
L.4.1.f)

e Orally share narrative writing with an audience. (SL.4.3, SL.4.4, SL.4.5, SL.4.6)

e Use correct punctuation, at times for effect (L.4.2, L.4.2.a, L.4.3, L.4.3.b)

e Use commas and quotation marks to denote direct speech and quotations from a text. (L.4.2.b)

e Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. (L.4.2.c)

o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. (L.4.2.d)

e Use words and phrases to convey ideas precisely (L.4.3.a)

Learning Activities

e Explore models of descriptive writing/poetry e Guided analysis and reading of teacher selected
(GHGR Unit 1 — Dance of the Pencils) poems to find and interpret poet’s devices (ie:

e Explore models of realistic fiction (GHGR Unit metaphors, similes, repetition, alliteration, etc.)

4) and fictional stories (Guided Reading texts) | ¢ Develop individual vocabulary list
e Modeled, Shared, Guided, and Independent e Skill-based work stations
Writing e Use of graphic organizers
e Flexible grouping e Participate in grammar and vocabulary
e Peer editing/conferences activities
e  Mini-lessons
o Journal entries/written reading responses to
poetry

e Poetry book exploration with pair-share or
small group sharing of poems that interest
students

Evidence of Learning




Formative Assessments

o Identify the elements of realistic fiction e peer editing

¢ graphic organizers/hand outs e writing conferences
e anecdotal records

Summative Assessments

District Summative Assessment

RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:

o Write Habits lessons

e GHGR lessons (Units 1 and 4)

¢ Units of Study by, Lucy Calkins - Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing and A Guide to Writing
Workshop, pp. 32-33 (on poetry.)

e Crosswalk Coach — Chapter 1, lesson 5

o owl.english.purdue.edu

o Writing Reference (e.g. Writer’s Express)
Integration of Technology: SMARTboard, netbooks

Technology Resources:

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:
e Www.pinterest.com

o www.readwritethink.org

¢ www.havefunteaching.com

o http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/

e http://storytimeforme.com/

e http://www.storylineonline.net/

o www.readwritethink.com

o www.scholastic.com

e http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/index.htm

e http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/poetry/index.htm

e http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/content/education/poetryclasshome/
¢ Children's Poetry Bookshelf: www.childrenspoetrybooks.co.uk

o Poetry Society: www.poetrysociety.org.uk

o Poetryclass: www.poetryclass.net

¢ Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award: www.poetrysociety.org.uk/foyle
e The Poetry Archive: www.poetryarchive.org

o Poetry 180: www.loc.gov/poetry/180/

o NAWE (directory of writers): www.artscape.org.uk

o WwWw.betterlesson.com

Opportunities for Differentiation:
e Writing Workshop
e Writing Rubric



http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.havefunteaching.com/
http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/
http://storytimeforme.com/
http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.readwritethink.com/
http://www.scholastic.com/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/index.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/poetry/index.htm
http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/content/education/poetryclasshome/
http://www.childrenspoetrybooks.co.uk/
http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/
http://www.poetryclass.net/
http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/foyle
http://www.poetryarchive.org/
http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/
http://www.artscape.org.uk/
http://www.betterlesson.com/

e Independent writing
e Conferencing
e Guided practice

Teacher Notes:
http://writing-toolkit.wiki.inghamisd.org/1+Writing+Break
Resource for teaching writing



http://writing-toolkit.wiki.inghamisd.org/1+Writing+Break

Sparta Township Public Schools

Content Area: English Language Arts

Unit Title: Conventions of Standard English: Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics in Writing and Speaking

Target Course/Grade Level: Fourth Grade Timeline: Ongoing

Unit Summary: In this unit, students will learn, apply and demonstrate the importance of one’s ability to
communicate effectively by articulating clearly and accurately using appropriate language structure and its
conventions so that one’s message can be understood when writing and speaking.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Technology, Speech and Language

21%t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills; -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

L.1 Demonstrate command of conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing and
speaking.

L.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

. learningTargets/Activites

Domain: Language

Cluster: Conventions of Standard English
Standard # Standards

L4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when
writing and speaking.

L.4.1.a-g a. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where,
when, why).

b. Form and use the progressive (e.g., | was walking; | am walking; | will be walking)
verb tenses.

c. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

d. Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red
bag rather than a red small bag).

e. Form and use prepositional phrases.
f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and

run-ons.
g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.qg., to, too, two; there, their).

L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

L.4.2.a-c a. Use correct capitalization.

b. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.
c. Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings

o Why is it important to use correct grammar e Proper grammar and mechanics promotes fluency
when writing and speaking? of written and oral communication.




¢ Why is it important to use correct capitalization | e Conventions are rules that have been established to
and punctuation when writing? standardize written and oral communication.

Unit Learning Targets

Students will ...

e Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom; which, that) correctly when writing and speaking. (L.4.1,
L.4.1.a)

o Use relative adverbs correctly (where, when, why) when writing and speaking. (L.4.1, L.4.1.a)

e Form and use the progressive verb tenses when speaking or writing (e.g., | was walking; | am walking; |
will be walking). (L.4.1, L.4.1.b)

¢ Use modal auxiliaries (can, may, must) to convey various conditions in oral and written language.
(L4.1,L4.1.0)

e Use and order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather
than a red small bag). (L.4.1, L.4.1.d)

e Use prepositional phrases when writing and speaking. (L.4.1, L.4.1.e)

¢ Produce complete sentences. (L.4.1, L.4.1.f)

¢ Recognize and correct inappropriate sentence fragments and run-ons. (L.4.1, L.4.1.1)

e Correctly use confused homophones (to, two, too; there, their, they’re) when writing and speaking.
(L4.1,L4.19)

o Use correct capitalization when writing. (L.4.2, L.4.2.2)

e Use commas and quotations marks to show direct dialogue and quotations from a text. (L.4.2, L.4.2.b)

e Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in compound sentence. (L.4.2, L.4.2.c)

Learning Activities

e word sorts e shared writing
e class dictionary e proofreading activities
e written responses ° morning message
e mentor texts/ read alouds « daily oral language activities
e flexible grouping o modeled, interactive, and guided writing
s/ Individualiconferences e songs, poems, literature and rhymes
e oral language .
o skill sheets

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments

e student participation o skill sheets

¢ anecdotal records e Wwriting samples

e teacher observation e oral presentation

o writing conferences e Performance Tasks: sorting, literacy center
e quizzes activities

Summative Assessments
District Summative Assessment

RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:
o Writer’s Express skills sheets
o Write Habits skill sheets

Integration of Technology: SmartBoard, netbooks




Technology Resources:
Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:

WWW.pinterest.com

www.teacherspayteachers.com

www.havefunteaching.com

http://www.proteacher.com/070171.shtml

http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com

http://www.sadlier-oxford.com/prof development.cfm Full article on incorporating vocabulary into the general
ed classroom

http://www.sadlier-oxford.com

http:/www.readingresource.net/websiteforkids.htm

Opportunities for Differentiation:

Learning centers/station (specific to level of grammar/usage instruction)
Flexible grouping

VAKT modeling

Teacher Notes:



http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
http://www.havefunteaching.com/
http://www.proteacher.com/070171.shtml
http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/
http://www.sadlier-oxford.com/prof_development.cfm
http://www.sadlier-oxford.com/

Sparta Township Public Schools

Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Learning About Words (Phonics, Spelling, and Vocabulary) Timeline: Ongoing

Target Course/Grade Level: Fourth Grade

Unit Summary: Word Study is a student-centered approach to phonics, spelling, and vocabulary
instruction that actively engages the learner in constructing concepts about the ways words work. This is
accomplished through the use of phonemic (sound), visual (look), semantic (meaning), linking, and
research strategies. Students are taught at their developmental level using activities that allow them to
examine words for sound, pattern, and meaning relationships enabling them to develop strategies to apply
in their own writing.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Technology, Speech and Language

21t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills; -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards:

Reading Foundational Anchor Standards are not recognized in the Common Core.

L.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference
materials, as appropriate.

L.6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level,
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

Learning Targets/Activities

Domain: Foundational Skills
Cluster: Phonics and Word Recognition, Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Standard # Standards
RF.4.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

RF.4.3.a Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multi-syllabic words in
context and out of context.

L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

L4.2d Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases

based on grade 4 reading and context, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.4.4.b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning
of aword (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).

L4.4c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.




L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

L.4.5.c Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to
words with similar but not identical meanings (Synonym).
L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific

words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being
(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings

e How do letter sounds and patterns help a reader | e Phonics involves the relationship between sounds
identify unknown words? and their spellings

e How can context clues be used to understand e The knowledge of vocabulary leads to deeper
new words? understanding of text

e How can knowing parts of a word help e VVocabulary is acquired through reading, writing,
determine the meaning of the whole word? speaking and listening.

Unit Learning Targets

Students will ...

o Apply the knowledge of knowing the meaning of the most common prefixes and derivational suffixes to
read unfamiliar multi-syllabic words. (RF.4.3)

¢ Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences to read accurately unfamiliar multi-
syllabic words in and out of context. (RF.4.3.a)

o Decode words using known syllabication patterns. (RF.4.3.a)

e Use Greek and Latin affixes and roots to read accurately and gain meaning of unfamiliar multi-syllabic
words in and out of context. (RF.4.3.a, L.4.4.b)

¢ Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. (RF.4.3.a)
¢ Spell grade-appropriate words correctly. (L.4.2, L.4.2.d)

e Use print and digital resources to determine or clarify the meaning of key words and phrases and
spelling. (L.4.2.d, L.4.4.c)

o Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to synonyms and antonyms. (L.4.5, L.4.5.c)
Learning Activities

e Word sorts e Word ladders

¢ Matching/memory games ¢ Syllable sorts

e Literature and rhymes e Poems and songs

¢ Bingo, tic-tac-toe games o Word wall activities/games
o Suffix/prefix activities e Literacy centers

o Wiki sticks ¢ Making words

e Tracing of sight words (VAKT) e Dictation

o Word work/spelling o Flexible grouping

e Morning message e Modeling

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments

o Words Their Way (WTW) Learning Activities ¢ Work station checklist/folders
e Checklists




o Spellingcity.com (various games, activities, ¢ Pre/post sight word assessments

spelling and vocab tests) e Dictation
e Student participation e Running records
¢ Anecdotal records e Group discussions
e Teacher observation e Demonstrate use of content vocabulary in speaking
o Performance tasks: sorting, literacy centers and writing
e Quizzes

e Student writing pieces
o Use of new spelling words in student writing

Summative Assessments
District Summative Assessment

RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:

¢ Read Alouds/Mentor Texts

e Poems/songs

e Calkins Units of Study

¢ Florida Center for Reading Research

o Words Their Way: Pearson Learning Group
e Non-negotiable and “no excuse” lists

¢ Rebecca Sitton spelling lists

Integration of Technology:
e SmartBoard, spellingcity.com

Technology Resources:
Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:

WWW.pinterest.com

www.teacherspayteachers.com

www.havefunteaching.com

http://wik.ed.uiuc.edu/index.php/Phonic_awareness
http://www.proteacher.com/070171.shtml

http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com
http://www.ed.gov/teachers/how/tools/initiative/summerworkshop/valdes/index.html
www.readingresource.net

www.plattscsd.or/oak/smartboard/phonemic

Opportunities for Differentiation:

Learning centers/station (specific to level of phonics instruction)
Flexible grouping

VAKT modeling

Leveling sorting activities



http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
http://www.havefunteaching.com/
http://wik.ed.uiuc.edu/index.php/Phonic_awareness
http://www.proteacher.com/070171.shtml
http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/
http://www.ed.gov/teachers/how/tools/initiative/summerworkshop/valdes/index.html
http://www.readingresource.net/
http://www.plattscsd.or/oak/smartboard/phonemic

Teacher Notes:

Phonics instruction must be instructed in a systematic and explicit manner to be effective.

Phonics instruction must follow a logical sequence that introduces simple and common relationships and
builds in complexity.




Sparta Township Public Schools

Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Being an Effective Speaker and Listener Timeline: Ongoing

Target Course/Grade Level: Fourth Grade

Unit Summary: Students in fourth grade listen critically to speakers and media presentations, summarize
what they have heard, deliver presentations, and ask questions to gain additional information. In their oral
presentations, they use the structures found in the literature and informational text they read and in their
own writing (e.g., a central idea or theme supported by facts, descriptive details, or observations). Students
apply the same conventions of standard English when speaking that they use in their writing.

The CCSS focus on students’ listening and comprehension skills and their formal oral-presentation skills.
Students identify and analyze logical fallacies in a speaker’s presentation or from a media source. They
deliver informative reports in which they sequence ideas logically, use appropriate facts and relevant
details to support the main idea, and speak clearly. Students also deliver opinion speeches in which they
provide evidence and examples to support their point of view. They learn to use expression and gestures to
engage the audience and for effect when they recite a poem or a portion of a speech.

The CCSS emphasize collaborative discussions during which students discuss fourth-grade topics and
texts with diverse partners and in different collaborative discussions groupings (one-on-one, in groups, or
teacher-led). In these discussions, students during which students build on others’ ideas, clearly express
their own ideas, follow agreed-upon rules, and carry out their assigned roles. To engage effectively in
collaborative and texts with diverse discussions, students are expected to prepare by reading or studying
material partners and in different that will be discussed or is related to the topic. They make comments that
groupings (one-on-one, in contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others, review the
groups, or teacher-led) key ideas expressed during the discussion, and draw conclusions based on what
they have learned.

Multimedia components, as sources of information and complements to oral presentations, are another
focus of the CCSS. Students in fifth grade learn to summarize information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visual, quantitative, and oral. They also summarize the points made by a speaker or
media source and explain how the claims are supported by reasons and evidence. When media enhance the
development of their main ideas or themes, they incorporate multimedia components (e.g., graphics,
sound) and visual displays (e.g., maps, charts) in their oral presentations. Students learn to adapt their
speech to a variety of contexts and tasks and are able to use formal English when it is appropriate to do so.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Technology, Speech and Language, Science, Social Studies,
Math

21t century themes and skills: Creative Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and
Collaboration, Life and Career Skills; -flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social
skills, productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility.

Anchor Standards: NA

Learning Targets/Activities

Domain: NA

Cluster: NA

Standard # | Standards

SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.




SL.4.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on
that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under

discussion.

SL.4.1b Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

SL.4.1c Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

SL.4.1d Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

L4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Unit Essential Questions Unit Enduring Understandings

¢ Why is it important to communicate clearly and | e People learn to adapt their speech to a variety of

effectively?? contexts and tasks and are able to use formal
e How can | Speak effectively? EngllSh when it is approp”ate to do so.
e How can I actively listen? ¢ During discussions, it is important to build on

others’ ideas, clearly express their own ideas, and
follow agreed-upon speaking and listening rules.

e It is important to speak effectively and listen
actively.

e How do | participate in group discussions?

Unit Learning Targets
Students will ...

o Speak clearly and effectively.

e Participate in classroom discussions.

o Actively listen.

¢ Follow agreed upon rules for speaking and listening.

Learning Activities

¢ Oral presentations ¢ Video and audio learning activities
e Book clubs e Author’s Chair

o Literature Circles e Book talks / Guided reading

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments

e Student participation

¢ Anecdotal records e Checklists

e Teacher observation e Speaking and listening rubric
o Performance tasks

Summative Assessments

o Authentic performance tasks (Utilize speaking and listening rubric)




RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY

Teacher Instructional Resources:
Mentor texts

Integration of Technology:
e SmartBoard, computer, e-books

Technology Resources:
Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:

www.pinterest.com
www.teacherspayteachers.com
www.havefunteaching.com

Opportunities for Differentiation:
Learning centers/stations

Flexible grouping

VAKT modeling

Teacher Notes:



http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
http://www.havefunteaching.com/

